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At  the  beg-imiing  of  1914  it  was  generally  believed  that  there 
would  be  better  times,  but  so  many  troubles  have  developed  that  the 
hope  has  not  been  realized.  The  depreciation  of  bank  notes,  the 
floods  in  the  Kwangtung  Province  along  the  West  River,  the  dis- 
count on  the  Canton  subsidiary  coins  and  on  silver  dollars,  pn-acies, 
and  the  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe  have  all  acted  as  detrmiental 
factors  in  the  course  of  trade.  Want  of  money  and  lack  of  credit 
facilities,  particularly  since  war  was  declared  in  Europe,  give  rise 
to  persistent  complaints  on  all  sides,  and  trade  in  consequence  has 
been  of  rather  a  desultory  and  restricted  kind.  This  condition  has 
become  intensified  as  the  rates  of  exchange  continue  to  decline,  and 
this,  of  course,  has  reduced  business  to  minor  transactions. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  1014,  so  far  as  foreign  trade  in  the 
Kwangtung  Province  is  concerned,  will  rank  as  one  of  the  worst 
years  experienced  in  some  time.  The  total  revenue  for  the  year, 
however,  the  figures  for  which  have  been  furnished  through^  the  coiii^ 
tesv  of  the  commissioner  of  customs,  shows  only  a  small  falling  off 
as  "compared  with  the  collections  of  last  year.  The  collections  for 
ibia  were  3.3tG,T3T  haikwan  taels  (about  $2,342,715)  and  for  1014 
they  amounted  to  2,856.027  hails^-an  taels  (about  $1,000,210). 

Finance  and  Currency. 

During  the  entire  year  the  financial  conditions  throughout  the 
Province' of  Kwangtuiis  and  other  Provinces  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  office  were  iii  a  very  bad  state.  Bank  notes  issued  by  the  local 
government  reached  a  discount  as  high  as  60  per  cent  as  compared 
with  Chinese  silver  coins,  and  the  latter  reached  a  discount  of  2o 
per  cent  as  compared  with  Hongkong  currency. 

Canton  local  currency  20-cent  pieces  underwent  very  wide  ditter- 
ences  in  rate,  108  cents  in  this  coinage  being  needed  to  buy  a  dollar  on 
August  4  and  128.8  cents  toward  the  end  of  December,  the  latter  price 
being  the  lowest  ever  reached.  ,  •      i      -.i 

The  hi'di  price  of  New  York  and  London  exchange,  combined  witli 
the  low  price  for  Canton  local  currency,  has  been  a  severe  handicap 
to  business.  Of  course  the  war  has  been  responsible  for  the  high 
rates  to  a  very  large  extent,  and  quotations  for  about  a  month  alter 
tiie  beginning  of  hostilities  were  more  or  less  nominal. 
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Striking  Decrease  in  Exports  to  ITnited  States. 

The  annual  declared  export  returns  for  1911,  in  the  table  below, 
show  that  there  has  been  a  falling  off  of  over  $1,000,000  in  shipments 
from  Canton  to  the  United  States. 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES. 


Antimony 

Bristles 

Chemicals 

Chinawarc 

Exjjlosives  (firecrackers) . . 

Fans,  palm  le.af 

Feathers 

Fiber,  manufactures  of 

Ginger  (preserves) 

Hair,  human 

Hides 

India-rubber,  shoe,  scrap. . 

Joss  sticks 

Matting 

Mats  or  rugs 

Oils,  aniseed 

Paper 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Waste 

Silk  goods 

Embroideries 

Spices:  Cassia 

■VVood,  manufactures  of: 

Bamboo- 
Brooms  

Split 

Trays 

Blackwood  ware 


$10,957 
20,230 


13,773 

231,210 

42, 064 

3,735 

1,368 

7,446 

10.335 

212 

1,729 

13,381 

751,378 

20, 228 


1,553 

,  881, 582 

654, 752 

11,024 

78, 943 

150, 264 


12, 891 
"i6,"973' 


S7,751 

2, 566 

1,675 

28,413 

178,753 

58, 308 

1,829 

532 

12,395 

23, 806 

1,543 

093 

5,557 

409,997 

10,080 

3, 53  J 

4, 253 

5,103,901 

811,265 

4,795 

27,881 

132,332 


340 

12,082 

130 

4,204 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES— con. 

Wood,  manufactures  of— Con. 

Camphor-v/ood  Irmiks. . . 

Canes 

China  reeds 

Palm  reeds 

Rattan 

Teakwood  ware 

W  oodenware 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


TO  PHILIPPINi:  ISLANDS. 


Ammonia,  sulphate  of. 

Canes 

Embroideries 

Fans 

Films,  cinematograph. 

Grass  cloth 

Linen  goods 

Rattan 

Silk: 


Goods . 
Slcam. 
Other  . 

ii"undries .. 


Total. 


1913 


.?193 

7,616 

34,829 


506 
2,735 
2,625 
11,2:J8 


7,995,770 


719 
1,749 
747 
136 
1,601 
220 
495 
283 


2,355 


8,305 


1914 


S6,410 

20, 191 

503 


1,583 
5,322 
5,185 


6,947,820 


1,578 


11,426 

1,679 

1,740 

342 


16, 765 


Silk  Industry  and  Exports. 

The  year  1914  opened  with  a  good  and  continued  demand  for  silk 
from  Europe  and  America,  chiefly  the  former,  and  very  high  prices 
were  paid  for  the  best  grades  of  silk  of  Lyon  description.  The 
visible  supply  of  old  silk  at  the  beginning  of  January  was  estimated 
at  5,000  to  6,000  bales.  The  usual  stagnant  period  occurred  during 
the  China  New  Year.  Prices  which  had  previously  assumed  a 
higher  level  eased  off  early  in  February  as  a  result  of  early  over- 
tures prevailing  for  new  silk,  and  America  opened  the  market  for 
this  commodity  to  a  large  extent.  The  considerably  cheaper  prices 
proved  a  great  temptation.  A  steady  business  was  carried  on  both 
in  old  and  new  silk,  the  former  being  gradually  exhausted,  with  con- 
tracts for  new  silk  steadily  augmenting.  Earlj'  in  March  settle- 
ments of  the  latter  were  estimated  at  more  than  4.000  bales.  This 
premature  demand  for  new  silk  was  encouraged  by  good  reports 
concerning  the  first  crop.  Contracts  concluded  were  mostly  for 
medium  and  coarse  sizes,  chiefly  from  America,  while  Europe 
participated  to  a  smaller  extent.  The  first  quarter  of  the  year  ended 
Avith  a  quieter  market,  dealers  showing  more  caution  in  view  of  their 
already  heavy  commitments. 

During  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  the  market  remained  quiet 
but  steady.  The  opening  of  the  new  campaign  the  1st  of  May  found 
supplies  of  old  silk  completely  exhausted,  with  forward  contracts 
of  new  silk  aggregating  6,000  bales.  The  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  Canton  government  on  the  importation  of  silver  currency  into 
the  country  districts  being  withdrawn,  filature  owners  became  more 
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confident  as  to  the  future,  manifesting  a  greater  desire  to  consider 
fresh  business.  The  end  of  the  first  six  months  was  marked  by  the 
disastrous  fioods  in  the  Canton  delta,  inundating  the  silk-producing 
districts  and  causing  great  havoc  among  the  mulberry  trees. 

Business  during  July  was  much  restricted,  dealers  lieing  unwilling 
to  sell  on  account  of  the  seriously  reduced  yield  of  silk  caused  hj  the 
fioods.  As  foreign  markets  gradually  began  to  realize  this  and  excel- 
lent i>rospects  (es])ecially  with  America)  prevailed,  a  higher  range 
of  prices  was  established.  "With  the  sudden  outbreak  of  the  Euro- 
pean war  the  market  became  totally  demoralized,  the  chief  feature 
being  the  cancellation  of  many  contracts  for  Europe  on  the  plea  of 
''  force  majeure,"'  which  was  recognized  by  Chinese  dealers. 

The  keej)ing  open  of  the  main  trade  routes  and  the  removal  of  some 
of  the  embargoes  placed  on  finance  restored  confidence  to  a  certain 
degree.  This  made  it  possible  for  a  fair  [)iisiness  to  be  done  with 
America  and  a  small  trade  with  England,  v^hile  the  continental 
demand  Avas  completely  cut  off.  Prices,  however,  fell  rapidly,  result- 
ing in  severe  and  inevitable  losses.  These  would  doubtless  have  been 
more  alarming  had  not  production  already  been  considerably  cur- 
tailed by  the  floods.  During  September  filatures  began  gradually 
to  close  down,  and  some  70  per  cent  ,were  reported  to  have  ceased 
work. 

In  consequence  of  tlie  present  war  and  the  disturbing  factors  in 
the  commercial  v>'orld  generally  business  has  been  very  restricted 
during  the  last  months  of  the  year.  America  is  by  far  the  largest 
buyer,  and  the  crisis  has  undoubtedly  helped  that  center  to  a  great 
extent.  Comparatively  small  orders  come  through  from  Europe 
periodically,  and  thus  a  moderate  daily  business  is  carried  on.  Prices 
for  certain  grades  have  considerably  dropped,  Avhile  those  for  cur- 
rent "  chops  "  are  well  defended. 

Total  export  figures  for  the  past  five  years  are  given  in  the  follow- 
ing: table: 


Years. 

To  Europe. 

To  America. 

1910 

Bales. 
34,609 
27,847 
29,314 
38,247 
22,928 

Bales. 
19  520 

1911      .          .                    

15  241 

1912 

13  529 

1913 

18,786 

1914 

16,907 

A  good  demand  for  waste  silk  existed  during  the  year,  and  prices 
have  been  w^ell  maintained.  Stocks  in  European  low  grades  are  ac- 
cumulating, but  "crack  wastes"  find  a  ready  sale  to  America.  Ex- 
port figures  during  the  past  five  years  have  been: 


Years. 

Waste  silk. 

Pierced  cocoons. 

To  Europe. 

ToAmerica. 

To  Europe. 

ToAmerica. 

1910 

Bales. 
29,298 
28, 415 
17,457 
28,800 
14,908 

Bales. 
6,376 

7,581 
8,984 
9,820 
12, 049 

Bales. 
3,464 
5,161 
4,963 
6,839 
1,421 

Bales. 

943 

191 1 

800 

1912 

1,152 

1913 

1014 

235 
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Decrease  in  Matting  Exports — Shortage  of  Tonnage. 

Export  business  in  matting  has  again  fallen  far  short  of  previous 
years.  American  bu^'ers  were  calling  for  a  better  quality  in  the  116- 
warp  Lintan  grade  and  ^\eve  willing  to  pay  slightly  higher  prices 
provided  improved  quality  was  obtained.  Once  quality  declined  in 
this  district,  it  was  found  very  difficult  to  regain  the  standard  of  that 
formerly  produced,  because  of  the  fact  that  expert  weavers  were  at  a 
premium  and  the  increased  cost  of  their  labor  was  too  high  to  offset 
any  difference  in  the  quality  of  goods  turned  out. 

The  European  war,  of  course,  affected  all  export  business,  and  for 
a  short  period  the  manufacture  of  matting  was  discontinued.  Euro- 
pean orders,  which  had  not  as  yet  been  placed  on  loom  at  the  out- 
break of  hostilities,  were  canceled  by  the  Chinese,  and  the  latter  refused 
to  assume  any  liability  in  consequence  of  nondeliver>.  After  several 
weeks  the  manufacture  of  American  orders  was  resumed,  and  deliv- 
eries, with  but  three  exceptions,  were  made  on  time. 

Stocks  of  dyestuifs  were  reasonably  adequate  early  in  August,  and 
the  cutting  off  of  fresh  arrivals  from  Germany  has  not  affected  a 
fair  season's  business  with  America.  Dyes  advanced,  however,  to 
three  or  four  times  their  former  price. 

Shipping  of  goods  was  considerably  hindered  by  the  demand  for 
transportation  during  August,  and  there  was  a  general  increase  in 
freight  rates.  The  high  war-risk  insurance  for  a  time  deterred  ship- 
pers from  forwarding  their  goods,  but  as  soon  as  American  buj^ers 
became  convinced  that  the  w^ar  would  be  of  longer  duration  than  at 
first  anticipated,  instructions  were  received  by  exporters  to  ship  ac- 
cording to  specifications.  The  difficulties  experienced  by  the  cotton 
interests  in  the  Southern  States  of  the  United  States  made  future 
business  so  uncertain  that  many  buyers  reduced  their  orders,  while 
others  canceled  them. 

The  political  situation  in  Europe  terminated  the  Pacific  freight- 
rate  war,  which  was  at  its  height  the  latter  part  of  Jul3\  The  with- 
drawal of  a  vast  amount  of  tonnage  for  transport  purposes  gave  ship- 
ping companies  the  opportunity  of  sending  all  available  steamers  for- 
ward will  full  cargoes  at  enhanced  rates,  and,  although  a  number  of 
steamers  have  since  been  added  to  the  tonnage  available  during 
August  and  September,  this  condition  still  obtains.  The  shortage 
of  tonnage  is  more  keenly  felt  by  shippers  of  matting  now  than  chir- 
ing  September  and  October,  other  merchandise  being  more  remunera- 
tive to  shipowners. 

The  recognized  tender  in  all  transactions  between  Chinese  and 
foreign  merchants  being  the  Hongkong  silver  dollar,  the  unprece- 
dentedly  high  discount  rate  for  local  subsidiary  coin  ruling  for  the  past 
few  months  has  helped  manufacturers  some,  but  it  can  hardly  be 
considered  sufficient  to  oft'set  losses  incurred  through  their  being  un- 
able to  ship  all  cargo  originally  ordered  for  consumption  in  Europe. 

The  shipments  of  matting  through  Hongkong  to  the  United  States 
and  Canada  for  1914,  reported  by  the  chamber  of  commerce,  were 
167,836  packages,  as  compared  with  268,882  packages  during  1913, 
while  the  Canton  customs  figures  are  157,259  rolls,  valued  at  $878,637, 
for  1913,  and  113,472  rolls,  valued  at  $619,558,  for  1914.  The  value  of 
matting  sent  to  the  United  States,  as  shown  by  the  declared  export 
returns  is  $751,378  for  1913  and  $469,997  for  1914. 
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Cassia  Crop  Small — Very  Low  Prices. 

The  cassia  orop  of  1914  was  about  30  per  cent  smaller  than  the  crop 
of  the  preceding  year,  chiefly  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  farmers  di'l 
not  cut  trees  to  the  full  extent  on  account  of  the  low  prices  ruling. 
After  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  the  most  important  buyers, 
Germany  and  Austria,  were  entirel}^  cut  off,  and  this  naturally  re- 
sulted in  a  drop  in  prices.  Not  for  many  years  have  prices  reached 
such  a  low  level  as  during  1914. 

Trade  in  Human  Hair  Declines — Market  for  Canton  Bristles. 

Owing  to  the  discarding  of  queues  among  the  male  population 
of  Canton  and  surrounding  districts  there  is,  of  course,  not  the  same 
quantity  or  quality  of  hair  to  be  had  as  in  previous  years.  But  even 
though  the  supply  of  female  hair  can  be  had  still,  exporters  are  not 
inclined  to  go  into  the  business  seriously,  because  so  many  small 
dealers  have  entered  into  the  trade.  It  is  reported  that  one  or  two 
foreign  firms  have  suffered  severely  as  a  result  of  claims  growing  out 
of  the  fact  that  the  quality  has  deteriorated  so  enormously.  The 
export  in  1914  Avas  859,333  pounds,  valued  at  $124,117,  as  against 
1,590,933  pounds,  valued  at  $356,662  in  1913. 

Bristles  form  a  line  that  varies  probably  more  than  any  other 
export  from  Canton,  and  while  in  some  years  the  export  may  be 
practically  nil,  in  other  years  records  may  show  the  dispatch  of  as 
high  as  2,000  to  3,000  cases  a  season. 

The  Canton  bristle  is  not  looked  upon  by  American  importers 
with  favor,  if  stocks  can  be  purchased  from  northern  China  or 
from  the  European  market.  The  northern  bristle  is  a  much  stronger 
and  better  packed  article  and  is  largely  consumed  by  the  United 
States  and  by  the  Osaka  Brush  Co.,  of  Japan.  It  is  believed  that 
speculators  in  Paris  and  London  sometimes  buy  shipments  of  bristles 
from  Canton,  if  the  market  seems  exceptionally  good,  and  that  these 
European  purchasers  will  often  resell  to  the  American  consumer  if 
the  prices  go  high.  The  larger  demand,  it  is  believed,  is  for  the 
black  bristle,  which  is  the  more  abundant  of  the  two  colors.  In 
1913  121,066  pounds  were  exported,  valued  at  $25,596,  and  31,333 
pounds  in  1914,  valued  at  $8,638,  as  shown  by  customs  figures. 

The  Piece-Goods  Trade — Variations  in  Cotton  Prices. 

Excluding  opium,  piece  goods  constitute  the  largest  factor  in  the 
import  trade,  and  the  year  has  proved  altogether  disastrous  to  it. 
According  to  the  statements  of  those  interested  in  the  trade,  this  is 
attributed  principally  to  the  European  war  and  the  very  high  rate 
of  exchange  at  the  beginning  of  the  j^ear,  as  well  as  to  overstocks 
of  various  kinds  of  goods.  This  last  was  the  result  of  heavy  orders 
placed  in  1913,  which  began  to  arrive  the  earl}^  part  of  1914.  Many 
contracts  in  the  middle  of  the  year  were  not  carried  out  on  account 
of  the  crisis  in  Europe,  and  the  shipments,  especially  from  Germany, 
were  practically  suspended  soon  after  the  declaration  of  war,  result- 
ing in  the  nonarrival  of  goods  that  were  intended  for  the  Chinese 
New  Year  market. 

The  year  opened  with  a  quiet  market,  with  spot  middling  Ameri- 
can cotton — that  is,  cotton  sold  for  immediate  delivery — at  $0,138  per 
pound,  from  which  price  it  recovered  to  $0,141,  with  Manchester 
prices  somewhat  firmer.     The  market  was  quiet  all  along,  and  espe- 
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cially  up  to  the  China  New  Year,  after  which  period  a  small  biisliiess 
was  done  at  prices  much  below  those  ruling  in  Manchester,  England. 

A  period  of  lethargy  was  witnessed  during  the  first  five  months. 
Home  values  were  steady,  but  business  was  handicapped  because  of 
the  low  prices  offered,  the  low  value  of  the  Cantonese  dollar,  and  very 
poor  clearances.  Early  in  June  raw  material  began  to  advance,  and 
spot  middling  American  cotton  was  quoted  at  $0,157  per  pound. 
Buyers  came  forward  with  this  rise,  but,  as  they  were  w^illing  only  to 
pay  old  prices,  business  was  impracticable. 

During  the  second  half  of  June  and  the  following  month  a  mod- 
erate business  was  done.  Prices  were,  however,  very  disappointing 
and  much  below  replacing  cost.  Spot  middling  American  cotton 
declined  to  $0,154  and  Manchester  remained  firm.  Prices,  however, 
fell  away  in  the  latter  days  of  July,  and  spot  middling  American 
cotton  was  quoted  at  $0,142  per  pound.  The  beginning  of  the 
European  M'ar  early  in  August  caused  prices  to  advance  temporarily, 
and  clearances  became  brisk.  Quotations  could  not  be  obtained  either 
from  the  American  or  Manchester  markets.  Business,  therefore,  came 
to  a  standstill  early  in  September.  Clearances  were  poor  and  money 
very  tight,  and  this  condition  has  continued  until  the  end  of  the  year, 
with  little  prospect  of  amelioration  for  1915. 

Many  native  holders  w^ere  forced  to  sell  in  order  to  obtain  ready 
cash,  and  the  liquidation  of  all  the  German  firms  in  Hongkong  was 
the  beginning  of  a  further  feeling  of  uneasiness  among  those  dealers 
Avho  had  bought  on  long-term  credits  and  were  suddenly  called  upon 
to  remit  to  liquidators.  In  consequence,  clearances  remained  poor 
and  the  year  1914  can  not  be  regarded  as  other  than  unfortunate 
by  those  who  have  lost  commercially  and  financially  in  the  cotton 
trade. 

Market  for  Fancy  Cotton  Goods. 

Fancy  cotton  goods  did  no  better  than  cotton  piece  goods.  The 
market  opened  very  quietly  with  clearances  brisk.  After  the  Chinese 
New  Year  the  market  improved  slightly,  but  nothing  was  done 
during  the  first  six  months.  A  small  inquiry  emanated  for  October 
to  December  delivery,  but  business  was  restricted  on  account  of  the 
high  prices  ruling.  During  July  dealers  were  losing  money  on  their 
previous  year's  purchases,  and  the  outlook  was  far  from  satisf actor)^ 
Prices  advanced  temporarily  during  the  first  month  of  the  European 
war  and  clearances  were  brisk,  but  this  stimulus  to  trade  lasted  only 
a  short  time,  September  being  marked  by  a  total  standstill  of  busi- 
ness, which  lasted  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Some  forced  sales  at  great 
sacrifice  were  made  during  November,  but  clearances  remained  poor, 
with  no  market  for  fancy  goods.  The  year  1914  proved  to  be  poor 
and  unremunerative,  and  prospects  for  the  future  are  equally  gloomy. 

Kinds  of  Piece  Goods — Conditions  Affecting  Each. 

The  following  statement  gives  a  general  idea  of  the  business  con- 
ditions affecting  the  piece  goods  trade  at  Canton : 

Vic^ma. — Very  little  imported  and  old  stock  unsalable. 

T  cloths  and  plain  shirtings. — There  has  been  only  a  very  small  demand  for 
this  class  of  goods. 

Cotton  clothing  and  Venetians. — Demand  fair;  retail  sellers  made  about  10  per 
cent  profit  ou  sales. 

Imitation  sealskin. — Market  fairly  good,  but  small  profits. 
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Cashvicrc. — No  market;  old  stock  unsalable;  dealers  lost  money,  lliongli  on 
fv  few  sales  tlioy  made  about  5  per  cent. 

striped  shirtiiif/s. — There  was  an  overstock  in  this  article.  The  market  was 
bad  throughout  the  year  and  retail  dealers  lost  heavily. 

Diicd  yarn. — A  fair  stock  of  dyed  yarn  in  the  market,  of  the  black  kind, 
realized  a  fair  price,  while  other  kinds  were  more  or  less  unsalable. 

0.iiord.s\ — No  new  stock:  market  fair  for  old  stocks,  with  small  profits. 

Uiiihrclla  cloth. — N'ery  little  on  the  market.  There  was  a  fair  demand,  with  a 
profit  of  perhaps  from  (>  to  7  per  cent. 

Quilt'in;/. — A  very  dull  market  during  the  year;  a  fair  stock;  sales  effected 
were  at  a  loss  of  15  per  cent. 

White  and  colored  leno.<;. — There  was  no  demand  for  this  kind  of  goods  during 
the  first  part  of  the  year.  After  the  war  broke  out  a  fair  demand  set  in  and 
sales  were  made  at  a  small  profit. 

Prints. — There  are  more  than  60  different  kinds  of  goods  under  this  heading 
on  the  Canton  market.  New  designs  or  patents  always  find  a  ready  !-;al8.  There 
is  an  overstock  of  old  patterns  on  the  market,  with  no  demand. 

Itdlianf;. — The  consumption  of  this  class  of  goods  shows  a  considerable  de- 
crease as  compared  with  1!)13.  The  reason  assigned  is  that  Chinese  ladies  now 
u.se  very  little  of  this  article  as  a  lace  for  trimming  purposes.  It  is  now  em- 
ployed in  the  manufacture  of  cheap  Chiuese  shoes. 

Cotton,  flannelette. — Market  fair,  with  small  profits. 

Lustres,  alpacas. — Market  fairly  good ;  dealers  made  on  an  average  about  S 
to  9  per  cent  profit. 

Woolen  cuttings. — Very  little  of  this  class  imported  and  market  dull.  A 
great  number  of  Chinese  have  discarded  foi'eign  clothing  and  reverted  to  their 
former  style  of  Chinese  dress,  and  as  a  result  many  firms  dealing  in  this  article 
were  compelled  to  shut  up  their  shops  and  discontinue  business. 

Drills  and  ducks. — The  preceding  remarks  also  apply  to  this  class  of  goods, 
which  are  chiefly  used  in  the  manufacture  of  foreign-style  clothing  for  warm 
weather. 

Camlets.- — No  market ;  very  small  stocks  carried. 

Russian  prints. — A  few  imports  that  found  their  way  into  the  Canton  market 
in  June,  1914,  from  Harbin  now  find  a  good  market.  The  quality  and  the 
designs  are  not  only  new,  but  attractive,  and  please  the  Chinese  women.  On 
account  of  the  high  prices  asked  for  this  staple,  dealers  haVo  made  very  little 
profit. 

Native  cotton  piece  goods  of  Canton  and  Tientsin  manufacture. — There  has 
been  a  good  market  for  this  class  of  goods.  Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of 
aniline  dyes  imported  from  Europe  the  value  of  native  piece  goods  of  the  above 
descriptions  has  risen  to  a  great  extent,  but  in  spite  of  this  these  goods,  which 
still  command  good  sales,  olfer  small  profits. 

Canton  Demand  for  Light  Textures  and  Fancy  Patterns. 

Owing  to  the  system  adopted  by  the  Maritime  Customs  service  in 
making  up  statistics  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  segregate  American  piece 
goods,  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  an  accurate  statement  concerning 
the  amount  of  our  manufactures  imported  at  Canton,  although  it  is 
known  that  they  are  not  of  any  great  importance.  Most  of  the 
American  textures  are  too  heavy  for  this  semitropical  climate.  No 
doubt,  if  our  manufacturers  would  cater  to  this  trade,  as  the  Germans 
and  English  have  done  for  many  years,  an  increase  in  imports  from 
the  United  States  would  be  brought  about.  But  it  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  accomplish  this  end,  to  manufactiu-e  light  textures  with 
changing  patterns  to  suit  the  taste  of  the  Chinese,  particularly 
women,  who  are  fond  of  variegated  colors  and  fancy  designs. 

Consumption  of  Kerosene  Increased. 

The  consumption  of  kerosene  for  the  year  shows  an  increase  over 
1913,  and,  according  to  the  figures  furnished  by  those  interested  in  the 
ti-ade,  16,098,850  gallons  of  American  oil  Avere  sold,  as  against 
4,513,610  gallons  of  Borneo  and  1,489,550  gallons  of  Sumatra — an 
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excellent  showing  considering  the  high  prices  prevailing.  The  statis- 
tics of  kerosene  importation  do  not  in  any  way  indicate  the  bulk  of 
business  that  has  been  transacted,  as  it  is  the  rule  of  all  the  companies 
dealing  in  this  illuminant  to  Iceep  a  year's  or  a  year  and  a  half's 
suj^ply  on  hand. 

American  Flour  Is  B3iiig  Displaced  by  Shanghai  Product. 

The  customs  statistics  of  the  importation  of  flour  in  1914  show 
59,303,064  pounds,  as  against  56,061, 8()C)  pounds  in  1913.  Of  the 
amount  imported  in  1914  it  is  estimated  that  45.498,133  pounds  were 
American,  167,866  pounds  Australian,  2,376,666  pounds  Canadian, 
533  pounds  from  Hongkong,  and  11,259,866  pounds  from  Shanghai. 

Of  the  imports  in  1913  there  was  very  little  native  flour.  The  in- 
creased importation  of  this  kind  in  1914  is  regarded  by  those  in  the 
flour  business  as  a  serious  factor  in  the  import  trade  from  the  United 
States.  This  article  is  sold  on  the  Canton  market  from  $0.50  to  $1 
silver  ($0.25  to  $0.50  gold)  per  quarter  sack  below  American  fiour. 
The  market  price  of  Shanghai  flour  is  on  the  basis  of  $2.30,  Hong- 
kong currency  ($1.15  gold),  per  sack,  while  the  lowest  price  of 
American  flour  is  $3.15,  Hongkong  currency  ($1.57  gold),  with  all 
the  popular  brands  selling  for  from  $3.70  to  $4,  Hongkong  currencv 
($1.85  to  $2  gold) ,  per  sack. 

American  flour  held  the  market  until  October,  when  Shanghai  flour 
practically  displaced  it  altogether.  The  latter  has  maintained  its  posi- 
tion to  the  end  of  the  year.  There  are  three  reasons  for  this.  The 
first  is  that  China,  by  its  prohibition  of  the  export  of  grains,  sub- 
jects its  farmers  to  purely  local  or  native  national  conditions.  Thus 
Chinese  wheat,  not  having  a  world  market,  has  a  value  such  as  the 
mills  (native  or  with  foreign  machinery)  will  pay  for  it.  The  prices 
during  the  year  were  far  below  the  export  value  of  such  wheat.  The 
second  reason  is  that  the  price  of  wheat  on  the  Pacific  coast  was  on 
the  world  basis,  and  prices  since  October  have  greatly  advanced,  caus- 
ing flour  as  well  to  increase  rapidlv  in  price.  The  third  reason  is 
the  currency  question.  The  entrepot  for  Canton  is  Hongkong,  and 
the  currency  of  Hongkong  is  the  Hongkong  bank  note.  The  com- 
mon currency  of  Canton  is  the  small  siher  coins.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  period  since  October  the  rate  of  discount  between  Hong- 
kong bank  notes  and  Canton  small  coins  has  been  23  per  cent.  The 
basis  of  the  Shanghai  currency  is  the  clean  silver  dollar.  During 
the  period  under  consideration  the  discount  on  clean  dollars  has  been 
10  per  cent  compared  to  the  Hongkong  bank  notes.  Thus  Shanghai 
flour  has  not  only  had  a  much  lovrer  price  basis,  but  also  a  currency 
benefit  in  its  favor  of  at  least  10  per  cent.  Up  to  the  declaration 
of  war  small  consignments  of  Shanghai  flour  to  Canton  suffered  a 
loss,  but  shipments  made  since  that  time  have  been  profitable. 

Until  the  price  of  imported  flour  again  api^roaches  the  price  of 
Shanghai  flour  it  is  feared  that  business  in  the  American  product 
can  not  be  expected  unless  there  is  a  crop  failure  in  Shanghai  and 
northern  China. 

Statistics  of  Maritime  Customs  Trade. 

The  table  below  shows  the  gross  and  net  values  of  th'O  A^arious 
classes  of  trade  at  the  port  of  Canton  during  1913  and  1911.  [Con- 
versions have  been  made  at  the  rate  of  $0.70=:liaikwan  tael.     The 
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rates  fixed  bv  the  T'^'nited  States  Treasury  Department,  however,  are 
$0,729  for  1013  and  $0,067  for  1914.] 


Imports  and  exports. 

1913 

1914 

Imports  of  foreitjn  goods: 

$22,889,078 
126,055 

«24,416,411 
218  979 

23,015,733 

24,635,390 

Reexported  to  forei^  countries  and  Hongkong 

133,525 
369. 948 

163  478 

Reexported  to  Chinese  ports  (chiefly  Newchwang,  Tientsin,  Hankow, 

394  761 

503, 473 

558, 239 

Total  net  foreign  imports 

22,512,260 

24,077,151 

15,239,759 

15,117,188 

077,791 
94, 766 

245  791 

89,357 

772, 557 

335  148 

14,467.202 

14,782,040 

39,587.454 
4,287,913 

30,655,255 
4,192,979 

43,875,367 

34, 848, 234 

82,131,860 

74,000,812 

80,854,829 

V3  707  425 

Principal  Imports  and  Exports  of  Canton. 

The  following  tabic  shows   the   value   of  the   chief   imports   and 
exports  p.t  Canton  for  the  past  two  years: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

IMPORTS. 

Opium: 
Malwa 

SI. 081, 753 

1,903,293 

471,719 

53,378,311 

1,626,080 

349, 570 

8,514 

27,655 

120,961 

41,091 
796, 768 

1,499 

19,299 
7,641 

2.300 
19, 484 

48, 770 
11,020 
97,463 

IMPORTS— continued. 

Cotton  goods— Continued. 
Printed  cottons — 
Chintzes,  plain  cotton 
prints,  and  shirtings 
not  exceeding  30  yards. 

Dyed  cottons— 

Italian.s— 

Plain,  fast  black 

Plain,  colored 

Reps  and  ribs,  plain 

Shirtings,  figured,  bro- 
caded, and  spotted  . . . 

Shirtings  and  sheetings, 
plain,  36  inches  by  43 
yards 

$96,212 

40,620 
99,902 
27,421 

32,670 

53, 838 
27, 492 
33,033 

22,904 
19,011 

98, 703 
49,  S,-).') 
18, 268 

32,022 

16,091 

Benares 

$90,937 

,53, 106 
85,118 

Cotton  goods: 

Shirtings- 
Gray,  plain— 
7  pounds  and  under. 

32,013 

135, 724 

43.015 
751,836 

8,927 

29,071 
16,276 

10,042 

Over  7   pounds  and 
not  over  9  pounds, 
Englisli 

Over  9   pounds  and 
not  over  11  pounds, 

36,984 
38,  742 

63, 724 

Brocades 

Wliite,  plain,   figured, 
brocaded,    striped. 

Drills,  43  yards 

Cambrics,    lawns,    and 
muslins,  12  yards 

Miscellaneous  cottons- 
Spa  n  is  h    stripes,    64 
mches 

24,644 
30,185 

Drills,  over  12^  pounds, 

Jeans.  40  yards,  English.. 
Muslins — 

White,  mercerized 

White,  12  yards 

17,369 

Flannel- 
Plain  ,    dyed,    and 
printed,"30  yards- 
English  

T  cloths— 

47,675 
16,218 
82,007 

92,046 

32  inches  I)y  24  yards, 
English     

Japanese 

Striped,  30  yards 

Striped,  Japanese,  30 

yards 

Shirtings,  Harvard,  Ox- 
ford, and  rep 

65,904 
31,773 

30  inches  by  24  yards, 
English 

29, 519 

Lenosand  balzariues, 
white,  30  yards 

11,25-. 

95824°— 52d— 15- 
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Articles. 


•  IMPORTS — conlinued. 

Cotton  poods — Continued. 
Misccllaneovis     cottons — 
Continued. 
Velvets  and  velveteens, 

plain,  22  inches 

Blankets 

Handkerchiefs,  em- 
broidered, hem- 
stitched, initialled 

Towels  (except  honey- 
ctmb  and  hucka- 
back), Japanese 

Cotton  yarn,  gray  and 
bleached — 

Indian 

Japanese 

Dyed,  mercerized, 

and  gassed 

Other 

Woolen  and   cotton   mix- 
tures: 
Alpacas,  lusters,  Orleans, 
and  Sicilians,  plain  and 

figured 

Tweeds  and  serges 

Woolen  goods: 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Camlets,  English 

Lastings,  plain,  figured, 

and  creped 

Spanish  stripes 

Miscellaneous  piece  goods: 

Canvas 

Cotton  duck 

Metals: 
Brass  and  yellow  metal — 

Nails 

Sheets  and  plates 

Copper- 
Ingots  and  slabs 

Ingots  and  slabs,  Japa- 
nese  

Wire 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new — 

Angles 

Bars 

Hoops 

Nail  rod 

NaUs,  wire 

Pigs 

Pipes  and  tubes,  cast . . 

Plate  cuttings 

Sheets  and  plates 

Wire 

Iron,  galvanized — Wire... 

Lead,  in  pigs  and  bars 

Tin  slabs 

Tinned  plates,  plain 

White  metal — 

Sheets  and  ingots 

Wire 

Sundries: 
Ammonia,    sulphate   of, 

etc 

Arms  and  ammunition. . . 

Aventurine 

Awabi 

Awabi,  preserved  in  tins. . 

Barley,  pearl 

Beans  and  peas 

Bedsteads  and  bedding. . . 

Betel  nuts 

Biscuits 

Bottles,  empty 

BuOdiug  material  and  fit- 

lings 

Canned  goods — 
Milk,  condensed,  in  tins. 

Vegetable 

Carborundum  grains 

Caps  and  hats,  foreign 

Cement 

Chinaroot 


$25,354 
10,685 


1,327,C01 
166, 311 

39,116 
1,300 


35, 158 
23, 048 

52, 265 
27,212 

30, 701 
16,008 

10, 727 
121, 231 


7, 591 
116,088 


10, 980 

12, 137 

98, 095 
10, 986 
40,049 
53,461 

7,591 

7,097 
10, 673 
34, 568 

7, 4S1 
15, 805 
108, 357 

8, 482 
161,519 

25, 012 
15, 304 


88, 402 

226,017 

19, 748 

36,608 

3,032 


12, 442 
13,934 
10, 027 
8,730 
9,827 

38, 522 

82, 033 
5,045 


61,018 
53, 106 


$21,061 
11,137 


19,157 


99, 150 


1,114,895 
400,608 

26, 852 
8,945 


23, 798 
12,423 

48, 888 
19,466 

35,210 
11,302 

10, 539 
106,853 


1,417 
155,314 

75, 539 

8,232 
5, 786 

8,787 
96,383 

8,951 
38, 551 
SO,  153 
10, 640 

9,531 
11,695 
28, 299 

8,  .851 

16,091 

85, 162 

29,  780 

126, 182 

22,400 
14, 971 


S3, 820 

136, 237 

14,525 

29,616 


12, 337 
21,583 
12,857 
12, 706 
10,043 
21,270 

60,676 

78, 005 
3,608 
15, 875 
30, 886 
46,513 
14,996 


IMPORTS — continued. 

Simdries— Continued. 

Chinavi'-are — 

Coarse 

Fine 

Cigarettes — 

First  quality 

Second  quality 

Cigars 

Cinnamon 

Clocks 

Clothing,  foreign 

Coal- 
English  

Hongay 

Japanese 

Dust,  Hongkong 

Compay 

Covers,  bed  and  table 

Crockery  

Cuttlefish 

Dyes,  colors,  and  paints- 
Aniline 

Bronze  powder 

Cimao,  or  false  gambler. 

Indigo 

Vermilion,  imitation ... 

Eggs,  fresh 

Electrical  materials 

Enameled  ironware — 

Basins 

Cttps  and  mugs 

Unclassed 

Fish,  salt 

Flour 

Furniture  and  cabinet- 
maker's m-aterials  

Garter  webbing,  elastic. .. 

Gasoline  or  stove  naphtha. 

Ginseng,  American  clari- 
fied   

Glass- 
Beads  

Broken 

Plate- 
Silvered 

Unsilvered 

Window — 

Colored,  stained , 

Common 

Glassware 

Graphophones  and  acces- 
sories  

Groundnut  pulp 

Groundnuts 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery  

Hardware 

Hosiery,  unclassed 

India-rubber  goods 

Instruments  and  appara- 
tus, scientific  and  sur- 
gical  

Labels,  tickets,  and  ad- 
vertising matter 

Lace  and  trim.mings 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware . . . 

Leather — 

Patent  and  colored 

Purses 

Sole 

Lime,  chloride  of 

Liquid  fuel 

Licorice 

Macaroni  and  vermicelli. . 

Machinery,  miscellaneous, 
and  parts  of 

Machines,  sewing  and 
knitting,  foot 

Manure,  animal  and 
chemical 

Matches,  wood,  Japan 

Match-making  materials- 
Wax,  paralfin 


1913 


?55,333 

387 

65, 547 
212,  S-36 
14, 474 
IS, 513 
47,518 
12, 436 


245, 588 
GO,  079 


12, 988 
11,942 


136,696 
10,049 
9,743 
7,248 
15. 783 
8,9% 
72, 163 

24, 729 

14,086 


418,111 
1,228,072 

24,853 

41,101 

1,545 

40, 860 

6,237 
19,616 

27,684 
3,383 

6,517 
43, 239 
14,694 

13.131 
26,383 
86, 262 

28,372 
39,282 
8, 361 
S,E35 


24, 735 

21,472 
15,328 
17,785 

44,928 
12,000 
57,990 


17,161 
29,570 
96,499 

73,808 

72,768 

51,012 
122,824 

110,311 


1914 


S63, 490 
263 


233 
12 
26 

48, 
2 

S 
236 
230 
5 

24, 

11 

8 

260; 

170 

5 

39 

49 

7 

7 

95 

25 

12 

11 

405 

1,008 

IS 

23 

3 


33 
109 


611 
567 
803 
104 
630 
110 

ISO 
393 
821 
109 
872 
868 
645 
260 

691 
360 
693 
651 
413 
877 
422 

767 
719 
788 
396 
172 

SS6 
473 
114 


981 
052 

112 
791 

353 
959 
701 

784 
654 
239 

720 
218 
159 
947 


715 

705 
121 
444 

761 
227 
802 
290 
114 
254 
596 

466 

234 

369 

577 
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Articles. 


IMPORTS — cont  iuued . 

Sundries — Continued. 
Match-making  materials- 
Continued. 
Wood: 

Stiavings 

Splints 

Unclassed 

Medicines 

Molasses 

Muslirooms 

Oil— 

Engine,  mineral 

Kerosene— 

American 

American,  in  bulk . . . 

Borneo 

Borneo,  in  bulk 

Sumatra , 

Sumatra,  in  bulk 

Paper — 

Packing 

Printing — 

Calendered 

T'ncalendered 

TiSJue 

Phot}graphic  materials. 
Plums,  dried  and  salted. 
Prawns  and  shrimps, 

dried 

Railway  material 

Raisins  and  currants 

Rattan- 
Core  

Whole 

Rice , 

Sandalwood , 

Seed,  apricot , 

Shoes  and  boots,  leather. 

Sieves,  brass  wire 

Singlets  and  drawers- 
Cotton  

Mixtures 

Silk- 
Raw,  j'ellow 

Noil  yarn,  European . . 
Soap- 
Bar 

Toilet  and  fancj- 

Socks,  cotton- 
First  quality 

Second  quality 

Soda- 
Ash 

Nitrate  of 

Stationery 

Stockfish 

Stores— 

Hou-sehold . 

Military 

Sugar- 
Brown  

White 

Refined 

Candy 

Tea- 
Black  

Green 

Stalk 

Telegraph  and  telephone 

materials 

Theatrical     and     profes- 
sional effects  

Thread- 
Gold,  imitation  on  cot- 
ton  

Silver,  imitation  on  cot- 
ton  

Tobacco  leaf 

Toilet  requisites 

Toys 

Urnbrella  covers,  frames, 

and  parts 

CmbreUas,  cotton 


$11,40S 

16,961 

1,1G7 

322, 267 
2«,4J1 
70,  .524 

25, 360 

210, 432 
7S6, 707 


426, 'J27 

11,272 

163, 150 

12, 92S 

31,279 
361,981 
83, 139 
17, 227 
13, 589 

62, 563 
28,017 
19,019 

31,149 
159,979 

838, S03 


10.406 
9,835 

14,725 
236, 277 

11,147 
32, 474 

63,498 
10,853 

29,850 
36,770 

24, 804 
47, 123 
41  358 
50,210 

42.534 

18,387 

52.168 

1,875.298 

45.903 

7,142 


26,372 
54, 757 

9,024 

21,743 
11,046 


14,971 


56,312 
22,881 


1914 


86,714 
12,520 
4,40S 
327, 340 
71,089 
64, 543 

31,078 

1,230,057 

995, 4S6 

2,720 

267, 465 

26, 916 

235, 708 

3,184 

9.603 
470,216 
37,583 
14,817 
13, 120 

56,359 
59,283 
16,218 

8,175 

153,124 

313,052 

29, 105 

11,763 

8,149 

7,818 

2,260 
300, 874 

129 
25,423 

79,693 
6,427 

14,976 
34,840 

22. 465 
60.487 
26,429 
50,848 

42,. 566 
7,974 

8,687 

1,650,202 

61,108 

4, 804 

119, 796 
6,779 
9,392 

67,546 

46, 889 


460 

3, 02.) 
2,083 
16,990 
12, 050 

70,903 
16, 141 


Articles. 


IMPORTS— continued. 

Sundries— Continued. 
Vehicles — 

Locomotives  and   ten- 
ders   

Water  plant  and  fittings.. 

Waters,  tabic 

Wa.\— 

Japan  

White 

Malt  liquors  and  spirits— 

Me  and  beer,  in  bottles. 

Brandy,  in  bottles 

Whisky,  in  bottles 


EXPORTS. 


Bags,  gunny ■ 

Bamboo,  split  and  leaf 

Bamboowa.'-e 

Bananas , 

Boneware 

Books,  printed , 

Brass  ware 

Bristles 

Buttons,  brass , 

Camphor 

Canes 

Cardamoms 

Cassia: 

Buds 

Lignea , 

Refuse , 

Twigs 

Cattle , 

Cement 

Chinaroot , 

Chinaware: 

Coarse 

Fine 

Cigarettes 

Cloth,  silk,  noil  yarn 

Clothing,  silk 

Cosmetics , 

Cotton   muslin,    with   silk 

embroidery 

Cotton,  raw 

Curiosities , 

Eggs,  fresh 

Fans,  palm-leaf: 

Trimmed 

Untrimmed 

Firecrackers  and  fireworks. , 
Fruits: 

Fresh 

Dried    and    salted,    un- 
classed   

Furniture 

Ginger,  fresh 

Glass  bangles 

Glass  bangles,  decorated 

Glass  or  vitrified  ware 

Glue,  cow 

Gold  foil,  imitation 

Goldware 

Grass  cloth: 

Fine 

Embroidered 

Groundnuts  in  shell 

Hair,  human 

Hangings,  fancy 

Hides,  cow  and  buffalo 

Horns: 

R  hinoceros 

Deer,  young 

Ivory  ware 

Lead: 

White 

Yellow 

Leather 

Leather  for  trunks 

Lichens,  dried 

Limgans 

Mats,  straw,  bed 


SI, 836 
10. 567 
13,355 

10,305 

5,818 

20, 2.56 
42,036 
9, 382 


70, 029 
35,502 
8,014 


10, 060 
154,272 
115,467 

25,  596 
172, 450 

11,918 

14,131 


69,  ,517 
976, 950 
234, 223 

16,751 


128,110 
12,555 

153,195 
81,580 
29,787 
26.600 

151,637 
33,145 

45, 644 

7,796 

11,053 

200,979 

74, 192 


1,110,345 

98,136 

19, 271 
66,629 
121,401 
105, 137 
92,099 
43,078 
71, 772 


19,  748 

72, 423 

Z'<,  431 

245, 097 

356, 662 

24,674 

143, 569 


70,214 
13, 102 

3.5,214 

46,746 

1,829,308 


15.5,282 

29,640 

663,059 


$66,833 

8fi 
10, 989 

9,250 
12, 547 

13.109 
46,371 
11,383 


167, 437 

42, 733 

11,316 

42, 455 

10, 074 

174,174 

114,839 

8,638 

127,338 

9,088 

7,699 

49,831 

74,232 
572, 437 
151,494 
13, 494 
11,874 
54, 792 
9,937 

134, 794 
52, 985 
20,817 
16, 735 
66,003 
47,041 

14,149 

46, 192 

4,440 

143,204 

56,086 

10,401 

891, 528 

42,524 

12,437 

36,014 

115,418 

102,408 

131,872 

42, 493 

49,238 

7,177 

7,645 

55, 683 
22,621 
32,057 

124,117 
24,220 

191,301 

40,402 
33,150 
9,051 

28, 134 

44,365 
1,579,790 

56, 415 
187, 794 

51,873 
642,700 
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Articles. 


EXPORTS — cont  inued. 


Matting 

Mea's,  dried  and  salted 

Medicine: 

Oil 

Pills 

Tea 

Other 

Mirrors  with  frames 

Oil: 

Bean 

Groundnut 

Olives,  salted 

Oranges,  fresh 

Paper: 

First  quality 

Second  quality 

Joss 

Peel ,  orange 

Pottery,  earthenware 

Preserves 

Eattan,  pith,  pulp,    skin, 

and  core 

Kesin 

Samshu 

Samshu,  medicated 

Seeds,  all  kinds 

Shoes  and  boots 

Silk: 

Raw,  white 

Raw,  white,  steam  fila- 
ture   

Raw,  white,  rereeled 

Raw,  yellow 

Wild 

Cocoons— 

'Whole 

Pierced 

Refuse 


1913 


$878,637 
178,169 

29, 261 
59, 568 
15,079 
189,604 


78, 472 
80, 164 
25, 682 


08, 308 
17,668 
53,213 
36,001 
22,458 
47,446 

33, 641 


43,548 
65,529 
73, 878 
65,994 

554, 871 

20,094,785 
236, 858 


25, 841 

239, 139 

97, 851 

1,979,193 


?619,558 
155, 552 

22, 754 
51,996 
16, 850 
197, 979 
11,832 

9,952 
58. 201 
20, 416 

7,028 

88, 305 
15, 813 
46,057 
36, 457 
20, 158 
30, 903 

23,676 
13, 152 
43,645 
62, 857 
68, 248 
60, 930 

385, 137 

15, 357, 522 

291,326 

12, 885 

21, 485 

28,210 

110,222 

1,351,131 


Articles. 


EXPORTS — continued. 

Silk — Continued. 

Piece  goods 

Piece  goods,  interwoven 
with  gold  and  silver 
thread 

Embroidery 

Embroidery,  old 

Floss 

Ribbons 

Ribbons,  interwoven 
Avith  gold  and  silver 
threads 

Thread 

Silk  and  cotton  mixtures. . . 
Silk  and  cotton  mixtures, 

interwoven   with    gold 

and  silver 

Silverware 

Solder 

Sugar: 

Brown 

Cane 

Tea,  black 

Teapots,  in  cases 

Timber,  planks,  softwood.. 

Tinfoil 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Prepared 

Stalk 

Toys 

Vegetables: 

Fresh 

Salted 

Wood,  poles 

Wood  ware 

Wood  ware,  decorated 


SC,  102, 902 


19, 436 

515, 925 

39, 772 

29,832 
18, 478 


19,536 
97,350 
216.360 


15.602 
165,215 
96.281 

68,085 
109. 308 
319,  .368 
26,700 
45,876 
13, 890 

170, 1.56 

490,502 

12. 169 

26,374 

63.451 
36,230 


58,938 
17,045 


$5,323,304 


15,406 
239,940 
27,248 
27,941 
12, 761 


16, 158 
62,088 
141,336 


7,308 
110,350 
31,883 

40,329 
105,030 
4.51,530 
23,921 
40,276 
13,532 

117,593 

573,874 

15,421 

15, 186 

54,714 
28,416 
45.204 
53,200 
24.621 


Statistics  of  Shipping. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  table  showing  the  number  and  ton- 
nage of  vessels  (both  steamers  and  sailing  ships)  entered  and  cleared 
durins:  1913  and  1914: 


I 


Flag. 

1913 

1914 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

American 

310 

5, 455 

40 

34 

342 

120 

54 

206 

2 

3,011 

51,467 

3,639,594 

22, 920 

33, 062 

266, 778 

148,392 

51,302 

84, 872 

1,554 

934, 4G0 

440 

5,136 

30 

14 

68, 599 

British 

3, 500, 547 
18, 184 
11,680 

Dulch 

German 

French 

Japanese 

186 
39 
564 

257, 776 

Norwegian 

45, 861 

Portuguese 

232, 368 

Russian... 

Chmese 

4,444 

1,198,816 

Total . 

9,574 

5, 254, 451 

10, 853 

5,333,831 

Railway  Earnings — Construction  "Work — Purchase  of  Supplies. 

In  1914,  1,327  miles  of  track  were  laid  by  the  Yiieh-Han  Railway 
lip  to  the  southern  entrance  of  the  tunnel,  and  this  track  is  now  work- 
ing. Some  miles  of  construction  w'ork  were  completed  on  the  other 
side  of  the  tunnel. 

The  earnings  from  passenger  traffic  in  1914  were  about  $268,670, 
as  against  about  $245,054  in  1913 ;  and  from  freight  about  $237,427  in 
1914,  as  against  about  $211,869  in  1913. 
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The  extension  of  construction  worlv  to  the  Hunan  border  depends 
upon  the  financial  condition  of  the  railway  company.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  line  to  the  Hunan  border  will  be  completed  in  four  years  if 
the  company  is  financially  strong  enough  to  run  the  work. 

The  company  bought  three  consolidation  engines  from  the  Ameri- 
can Locomotive  Co.  and  two  of  the  same  type  from  the  Baldwin 
Works,  as  well  as  G0,000  pieces  of  California  redwood  sleepers.  Sixty 
covered  goods  cars  and  40  high-sided  cars  have  been  ordered,  to  be 
made  in  the  United  States. 

Want  of  funds  has  prevented  the  Sunning  Railway^from  extending 
its  line  during  the  last  year.  The  road  is  doing  a  very  good  busi- 
ness. It  is  estimated  that  the  passenger  traffic  alone  earns  about 
$32,500  to  $35,000  per  month,  but  the  freight  earnings  are  nominal. 

Commercial  Competition — How  to  Increase  American  Trade. 

Commercial  competition  has  been  very  keen  in  this  district.  Cer- 
tain European  exporters  appear  to  be  far  more  conversant  with  com- 
mercial conditions  than  Americans  are.  The  former  have  their  own 
establishments  here;  the}^  have  their  own  salesmen  on  the  ground, 
giving  personal  supervision  to  business  transactions,  and  they  are 
constantly  seeking  orders  and  doing  everything  possible  to  increase 
their  trade.  Americans,  on  the  other  hand,  endeavor,  in  many  cases, 
to  carry  on  trade  through  consular  officers  by  the  distribution  of  trade 
catalogues.  It  is  essential  that  American  agents  should  be  on  the 
spot — men  who  have  a  vital  interest  in  the  increase  of  Ajuericaii 
trade— in  order  to  find  out  the  determining  factors  in  the  Chinese 
field.  They  must  come  in  contact  with  the  consumer,  take  orders 
from  him,  find  out  the  line  of  goods  he  wants,  the  trade-marks  he 
likes,  methods  of  packing,  and  a  thousand  and  one  things  of  which 
the  American  merchant  at  present  appears  to  have  an  imperfect 
comprehension. 

No  increase  in  American  import  trade  of  anything  like  a  perma- 
nent nature  can  be  attained  here  until  there  are  American  firms 
here  to  act  as  representatives.  An  incident  illustrating  this  fact 
occurred  recently,  when  an  American  engineer  visited  Canton.  The 
result  was  that  he  succeeded  in  getting  an  order  from  the  Kwang- 
chow  (Canton)  telephone  administration  for  telephone  material 
amounting  to  about  $00,000.  He  would  certainly  not  have  received 
the  order  had  it  not  been  for  his  personal  presentation  of  the  case. 

Catalogues  of  Slight  Value — Necessity  of  Branch  Establishments. 

A  great  deal  has  been  written  and  said  recently  concerning  the 
present  opportunity  for  Americans  in  the  Far  Eastern  trade,  but  the 
methods  followed  thus  far  are  not  calculated  to  accomplish  the  de- 
sired result.  American  exporters  continue  to  send  out  trade  inquiries 
and  to  furnish  this  office  with  a  great  many  trade  catalogu.es.  The 
value  of  these  catalogues  may  be  shown  by  the  fact  that  since  the 
writer  has  been  in  charge  of  this  consulate  general  there  have  not 
been  half  a  dozen  inquiries  from  men  desiring  to  consult  them.  They 
are  not  printed,  in  the  first  place,  in  Chinese,  and  are  therefore  unin- 
telligible to  the  ordinary  Chinese  merchant. 

Our  manufacturers  should  have  establishments  here  and  should 
go  into  the  interior,  following  the  example  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.. 
the  British-American  Tobacco  Co.,  and  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine 
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Co..  These  commercial  organizations  are  doing  an  increasing  busi- 
ness every  j-ear.  Frankly,  not  much  can  be  done  toward  building 
up  a  permanent  trade  here  unless  there  are  American  houses  backed 
by  American  producers  or  manufacturers  of  goods  shipped  to  this 
market.  The  representation  of  American  business  by  foreign  firms 
is  not  particularly  satisfactory,  and  if  enduring  results  are  looked 
for  such  methods  are  inad^'isable. 
Salesmerx  Should  Not  Consider  Hongkong  of  Primary  Importance. 

Certain  commercial  travelers  have  visited  the  Far  East  and  have 
never  come  to  Canton.  The}'^  stop  ordinarily  at  Hongkong,  and  their 
reason  for  doing  so  seems  inexplicable.  The  fact  is,  Hongkong 
is  a  distinctly  jobbing  center,  while  the  consumer  is  in  South  China. 
The  actual  consumption  in  Hongkong  is  practically  nil  as  compared 
with  the  market  it  serves  all  along  the  South  China  coast  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  Province  of  Kwangtung  and  other  Provinces  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  office.  Last  summer  two  very  prominent 
representatives,  connected  with  the  American  Manufacturers'  Asso- 
ciation, arrived  in  Hongkong  to  investigate  trade  conditions  in 
South  China.  Thev  did  not  visit  Canton,  where  most  of  the  imports 
into  Hongkong  finally  find  their  way.  It  is  not  believed  that  the 
possibilities  for  the  introduction  of  new  lines  can  be  learned  by 
merely  visiting  Hongkong  and  confining  investigations  to  that  place. 
Experience  indicates  that  the  best  way  for  persons  who  come  out 
from  the  United  States  to  look  into  trade  possibilities  in  South  China 
is,  first,  to  visit  Canton  and  go  up  the  West  River,  as  well  as  to 
Swatow  and  Amoy,  if  possible,  to  see  how  goods  are  retailed;  then 
return  to  Hongkong  and,  if  really  necessary,  look  into  the  matter  of 
securing  representation — provided  that  is  not  to  be  had  in  the  Can- 
toUj  Swatow,  and  Amoy  ports. 

FOOCHOW. 

By  Consnl  Albert  W.  Pontius,  March  29. 

The  net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  during  1014  was  $12,788,860, 
apportioned  as  follows:  Foreign  imports,  $4,087,340;  native  im- 
ports, $2,242,369;  and  exports,  $5,909,151.  Expressed  in  haikwan 
taels,  the  Chinese  customs  unit  of  currency  (United  States  currency 
figures  should  not  be  used  in  this  particular  connection  owing  to 
the  great  dift'erence  in  average  rates  between  the  two  3'ears  1913  and 
1914),  the  returns  show  a  decrease  in  value  amounting  to  4,132,796 
in  comparison  with  the  previous  year;  foreign  imports  declined  by 
1,839,081  and  native  imports  by  1,413,429,  the  rest  of  the  decline  being 
under  the  heading  of  exports.  The  prohibition  of  the  importation 
of  opium,  effective  on  May  1,  was  one  reason  for  the  large  decrease  in 
foreign  imports,  the  falling  oft  under  this  item  being  $630,439.  As 
a  result  of  the  prohibition,  opium  to  the  amount  of  $446,606  was  re- 
exported to  Hongkong.  The  local  Government  mint  was  closed  dur- 
ing the  year  and  machinery  valued  at  $68,388  Avas  shipped  to  the 
Tientsin  mint. 

So  far  as  impoi'ts  of  foreign  goods  are  concerned,  it  would  appear 
that  there  was  a  normal  trade  during  the  year,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  outbreak  of  the  war  caused  marked  apprehension  and  a 
temporary  business  setback.     When  shipping  resumed  nearly  normal 
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proportions  the  export  trade,  which  had  come  to  a  standstill  on  August 
1  and  of  which  large  stocks  had  accumulated,  moved  on,  and  it  is 
nnderstood  that  much  of  the  stock  was  cleared  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
A  notable  feature  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  the  rai)id  advance  of 
prices  in  all  directions,  together  with  an  inverse  ratio  in  value. 
Banking  Conditions — Difficulty  in  Buying  Exchange. 

It  Avas  impossible  to  buy  exchange  for  at  least  two  months  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  this  fact  as  well  as  the  high  risk  rates 
were  responsible  for  a  cessation  in  the  tea  business.  There  were  only 
a  feAv  unimportant  bankruptcies  among  the  native  firms  during  the 
year,  the  total  amount  involved  not  exceeding  $10,000  Mexican.  The 
native  banks  as  a  result  experienced  a  good  year,  and  the  net  profit 
of  the  31  native  banks  is  said  to  have  been  more  than  $200,000. 

Imports  of  Cotton  Goods — Increase  in  Japanese  Trade. 

Although  the  imports  of  cotton  piece  goods  from  foreign  countries 
declined  by  $138,720,  the  decrease  was  someAvhat  made  up  by  the 
imports  of  such  foreign  manufactured  goods  from  Shanghai.  In 
some  lines  the  higher  costs,  partl}^  due  to  the  Avar  and  partly  to  an 
adverse  exchange,  resulted  in  a  more  or  less  unsatisfactory  and 
lessened  business.  The  Japanese  manufacturers  seem  to  haA'e  had 
a  A'ery  good  trade  during  the  year,  an  increase  being  noted  in  nearly 
all  of  their  imports.  Imports  of  Japanese  T  cloths  shoAved  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  Go  per  cent.  Japanese  cotton  flannel  Avas  practi- 
cally unknoAvn  on  the  local  market  in  1913,  but  the  figures  for  1911 
shoAv  imports  A^alued  at  $36,750.  Ordinary  cotton-cloth  shipments 
increased  from  $16  to  $4,325,  while  imports  of  Japanese  cotton  yarn 
adA'anced  from  $1,939  to  $9,089.  The  year  also  marked  the  intro- 
duction of  Japanese  kerosene,  the  imports  of  Avhich  amounted  to 
$48,370.  Japanese  match-making  materials  imported  amounted  to 
$36,352.  In  all  of  the  upcountry  toAvns  Japanese  sundry  goods  are 
much  in  evidence,  and  the  kerosene  imported  from  Japan  has  reached 
many  of  the  interior  places.  Japanese  financial  and  commercial 
representatiA^es  Avere  busily  engaged  during  the  year  inquiring  into 
the  banking  possibilities  and  conditions  of  the  general  trade. 

FeAV  American  shirtings  or  sheetings  appeared  on  the  market 
during  the  year.  British  goods  in  these  lines  had  a  clear  field. 
In  plain  gray  shirtings  the  demand  Avas  in  the  9-to-ll-pound  article. 
American  drills  to  the  amount  of  4,451  pieces,  valued  at  $14,653, 
were  imported  during  the  year,  but  American  jeans  disappeared 
from  the  market.  The  British  and  Japanese  manufacturers  had 
a  good  year  in  T  cloths,  32  inches  by  24  yards,  the  total  A^alue  of 
this  trade  being  $144,775. 

The  total  importation  of  flour  was  only  half  that  of  the  previous 
A^ear.  American  flour  Avas  imported  to  the  extent  of  5,417,600  pounds, 
valued  at  $122,597.  The  decrease  in  flour  imports  Avas  due  largely 
to  the  excellent  rice  crops  during  the  year.  Imports  of  American 
kerosene  increased  Iw  069,492  gallons,  valued  at  $115,516. 

statistics  of  the  Tea  Trade. 

The  total  value  of  the  tea  exported  during  the  year  was  $5,458,659, 
and  the  trade  on  the  whole  showed  a  decline  of  $1,113,300.  Total 
shipments  to  foreign  countries  reached  16,522,667  pounds  and  to 
Chinese  ports  19,021,733  pounds.    The  total  shipments  of  green  tea 
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to  foreign  countries  amounted  to  only  822,800  pounds,  the  exports 
consisting  almost  entirely  of  the  black  variety.  Shipments  of  the 
black  tea  to  the  United  States  totaled  1,561,-167  pounds;  to  Hongkong, 
4,133,807  pounds;  to  Germany,  1,511,000  pounds;  to  the  Netherlands, 
1.404.933  pounds;  to  Great  Britain,  4,219,333  pounds;  to  France, 
035,733  pounds;  to  Austria-Hungary,  524,433  pounds;  to  Japan, 
181,333  pounds. 

Demands  in  Germany  and  the  United  States  were  chiefly  for 
oolongs  and  congous;  Hongkong  and  Great  Britain  also  showed  a 
preference  for  these  two  varieties,  but  large  stocks  of  souchongs  were 
wanted  as  well.  The  Netherhinds,  France,  and  Austria-Hungary 
imported  chiefly  congous  and  souchongs.  About  1,400,000  pounds  of 
flowery  and  orange  pekoes  were  shipped  from  the  port,  this  product 
going  to  Japan,  Great  Britain,  Hongkong,  Australia,  and  the  United 
States.  The  native  demand  showed  a  preference  for  the  scented  green 
variety,  10.977,000  pounds  being  exported  to  other  ports. 

To  China  ports  1,911,000  pounds  of  dust  and  1,000,000  pounds  of 
brick  tea  were  exported  during  the  year,  and  practically  all  of  this 
product  found  its  vray  to  Russia.  The  local  production  of  brick  tea, 
an  industry  which  has  greatly  declined  since  1900,  is  practically  con- 
trolled by  one  Chinese  merchant. 

Factors  Governing  Tea  Exports — Effect  of  the  War. 

Trade  with  North  China  was  not  very  good.  Heavy  losses  Avere 
experienced  on  native  shipments  of  tea,  and  very  possibly  the  fighting 
at  Tsingtau  created  a  feeling  of  insecurity  in  northern  native  bank- 
ing circles.  In  the  tea  trade  the  past  year  was  generally  a  successful 
one  for  the  foreign  shippers  Avho  were  not  involved  in- shipments  by 
German  carriers  now  interned  at  neutral  ports.  The  high  duties 
noAV  imposed  at  Saigon  interfered  to  some  extent  with  shipments 
of  tea,  paper,  and  general  cargo  to  that  locality.  The  tea  supply 
exceeded  that  of  the  previous  jeav  by  1,000,000  pounds,  and  the 
amount  would  have  been  larger  had  not  the  tea  men  stopped  produc- 
tion, owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war. 

The  falling  off  of  exports  to  South  America  was  due  to  the  unset- 
tled conditions  there  and  genei'al  financial  stress.  Tea  shipments  to 
South  Africa  are  now  practically  at  an  end.  Increased  shipments 
to  the  United  States  were  a  matter  of  speculation  as  a  result  of  the 
war.  Chinese  competition  for  tea  in  the  growing  districts  is  increas- 
ing largeh^,  and  it  is  said  that  the  whole  of  the  local  output  during 
the  past  year  would  have  been  bought  if  obtainable.  Such  a  con- 
dition naturally  makes  for  higher  prices  all  around.  The  Chinese 
trade  to  the  north  is  big  and  growing ;  the  northern  natives  are  very 
partial  to  the  scent  of  the  tea  peculiar  to  this  district.  The  native 
tea  men  must  have  done  well  financially  during  the  year.  Good  prices 
were  obtained  from  the  start.  Through  stopping  production  they, 
of  course,  curtailed  their  profits  to  some  extent. 

As  a  result  of  the  Avar  a  sort  of  local  moratorium  was  arranged, 
in  the  form  of  renewing  the  se^en  weeks'  credit  allowed  by  agree- 
ment. The  Chinese  behaved  well  and  generously,  and  in  the  end 
everything  Avas  settled. 

There  Avere  increased  exports  in  bamboo  shoots,  canes,  dried  plums, 
green  tea,  timber  planks,  umbrellas,  and  wood  poles,  while  decreases 
took  place  in  every  other  line.  The  egg-albumen  factory  established 
in  1913  closed  its  doors  after  the  beginning  of  war. 
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Paper  Trade  Seriously  Curtailed. 

The  marnifactiire  of  paper  ^yas  formerl}'  one  of  the  chief  indus- 
tries of  Foochow,  the  local  product  supplying  a  large  demand  at  in- 
terior points  as  ^Yell  as  northern  coast  polts.  The  use  of  machinery 
in  the  Shanghai  paper  mills  and  the  increased  importation  of  foreign 
manufactured  paper  to  China  has  seriously  affected  the  local  trade. 
Ten  years  ago  there  were  nine  big  mills  located  here,  but  at  present 
only  two  of  the  big  mills  are  in  operation.  Altogether  some  -20  firms 
are  at  present  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  The  value  of 
the  paper  shipped  from  Foochow  to  the  northern  ports  clurmg  the 
past  year  totaled  $870,000.  More  than  half  of  the  product  shipped 
from  the  port  consisted  of  cheap  wall  paper  and  joss  paper.  The 
general  belief  among  local  manufacturers  is  that  unless  machinery 
is  soon  introduced  to  replace  hand  labor  the  trade  will  gradually 
dwindle  away. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  joss  paper  there  is  a  large  trad(^  in  the 
manufacture  of  foil  gold  and  silver  paper.  The  local  manufacturers 
of  this  product  exported  during  the  past  year  25,000  boxes,  valued  at 
$6.70  each,  to  Shanghai,  and  20,000  boxes,  valued  at  $7.37  each,  to 
Hankow.  The  value  of  this  trade  is  nearly  $330,000  per  year.  There 
are  about  3,000  persons  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  this  paper. 
The  foil  used  in  coating  the  paper  is  made  from  pewter  imported 
from  Hongkong. 

Tea-Oil  Exports  Showed  Decrease. 

Tea  oil  is  manufactured  in  the  up-river  districts  from  the  seeds 
of  an  hibiscus  plant  known  as  the  tea-seed  plant.  This  plant  has  no 
relation  to  the  ordinary  tea  plant.  One  hundred  pounds  of  the  seed 
will  produce  about  25  pounds  of  oil.  Good  harvests  are  usually  the 
rule  every  second  year.  As  1914  was  an  off  year,  a  decrease  in  the 
export  trade  occurred.  The  total  amount  of  oil  shipped  to  Foochow 
from  the  u])river  districts  during  a  good  j^ear  approximates  800,000 
pounds.  Of  this  amount  about  140,000  pounds  is  exported  to  (Chinese 
ports,  76,000  pounds  to  Hongkong,  while  the  remainder  is  consumed 
locally,  being  used  chiefly  for  cooking  purposes.  The  oil  is  now 
quoted  (March,  1915)  at  $5.79  per  100  pounds. 

TTmbrellas  of  Split  Bamboo  and  Oiled  Paper. 

The  umbrellas  (kittysols)  manufactured  locally  are  shipped  to  up- 
countiy  points  and  the  Straits  Settlements.  There  is  little  demand  in 
Foochow,  owing  to  the  competition  of  the  cheap  foreign  manufac- 
tured product.  A  very  good  export  trade  prevailed  during  the  past 
year.  The  umbrellas  are  made  of  split  bamboo  ribs  and  oiled  paper. 
Two  layers  of  paper  coated  with  persimmon  oil  are  mounted  on  the 
bamboo  ribs,  the  latter  being  fastened  with  cotton  thread  on  the  edges. 
After  being  dried  in  the  sun  the  covers  are  coated  with  wood  oil. 
Different  designs  are  made  and  either  a  red,  green,  or  black  color 
applied. 

The  making  of  split  bamboo  ribs  is  another  industry',  the  ribs  be- 
ing furnished  the  umbrella  manufacturers  in  bundles.  The  quality 
of  the  umbrellas  varies  according  to  the  demand,  different  grades 
being  shipped  to  different  places.  There  are  as  many  as  150  shops 
engaged  in  the  industry  and  the  total  output  during  1914  reached 
nearly  1,000,000  pieces.     Each  worker  is  expected  to  assemble  and 
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complete  two  umbrellas  in  a  day.  The  present  wholesale  prices  for 
umbrellas  range  as  follows:  With  frame  of  38  bamboo  ribs,  8  to  10 
cents  each ;  42  ribs,  10  to  12  cents ;  and  44  ribs,  10  to  14  cents. 

Camphor  Exports  Cease — Those  of  Feathers  Decline. 

The  export  shipments  of  camphor  hare  now  completely  ceased. 
From  a  figure  of  2,G21,900  pounds  attained  in  1907  the  export  trade 
has  quickly  declined  to  5,000  pounds  in  1914.  This  trade  has  no 
doubt  been  ruined  by  reckless  exploitation  on  the  part  of  the  natives 
and  the  absence  at  the  outset  of  any  control. 

Owing  to  the  war  a  considerable  decline  occurred  in  feather  ship- 
ments. There  are  three  large  native  firms  engaged  locally  in  this 
trade.  About  150,000  pounds  of  feathers  were  exported  to  Hong- 
kong in  the  past  year.  The  average  price  of  duck  feathers  was  $9.10 
per  100  pounds  and  of  goose  feathers  $14  per  100  pounds.  Waste 
feathers  are  used  for  fertilizing  purposes,  and  bring  $2.27  per  picul 
of  133  J  pounds. 
Sawmills  and  Timber  Trade — Forest  Growth  May  Be  Depleted. 

There  are  three  sawmills  in  Foochow.  The  mills,  taken  together, 
operate  eight  machines  and  employ  480  workmen.  About  750,000 
pine  planks,  the  product  of  these  mills,  are  exported  annualW.  One 
of  the  mills  has  installed  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  knock- 
down boxes  for  containing  kerosene  cans.  These  boxes  are  22  by  16 
by  11  inches  in  size,  cost  $9.10  per  hundred,  and  are  shipped  chiefly 
to  Singapore.  About  250,000  logs  are  supplied  to  the  local  mills 
annually,  the  cost  varying  from  $0.33  to  $1.24  per  piece.  A  good 
profit  has  been  made  in  the  past,  but  the  trade  is  now  declining. 

Wood  poles  are  one  of  the  chief  products  of  this  district.  The 
value  of  this  timber  shipped  from  the  port  during  the  past  year  Avas 
$2,375,000.  Timber  planks  showed  increased  shipments,  the  total 
during  the  year  amounting  to  nearly  8,000,000  square  feet.  Little 
attention  is  at  present  paid  to  afforestation,  and  it  is  feared  that  the 
Province  may  soon  be  depleted  of  its  forest  growth.  This  valuable 
asset  has  sulfered  severely  since  1909,  and  it  is  deplorable  that  so 
little  is  being  done  to  protect  a  natural  industry  from  entire  destruc- 
tion. 

Electric-Light  Installation. 

The  local  electric-liglit  company  began  operation  in  1912.  The 
demand  for  electric  lighting  service  has  gradually  increased  until 
now  25,000  lights  are  installed.  The  total  business  done  last  year  ap- 
proximated $124,000,  with  a  profit  of  $29,000.  The  company  is  a 
private  institution,  capitalized  at  $248,000.  Two  engine  sets  are 
installed,  each  of  150  kilowatts.  The  pump  and  boilers,  as  well  as 
the  dynamos,  are  of  British  manufacture.  The  two  dynamos  are 
capable  of  supplying  30,000  lights.  An  American  company  has  re- 
cently supplied  one  turbine  of  500  kilowatts,  wnth  an  electric  pump 
operated  in  connection  therewith,  the  turbine  being  capable  of  sup- 
pljdng  current  for  40,000  lights.  The  boilers  installed  are  four  in 
number  and  each  is  capable  of  developing  1,500  horsepower.  Two 
of  the  boilers  are  equipped  w^ith  mechanical  stokers.  No  storage 
batteries  are  in  use.  Most  of  the  electrical  supplies  are  purchased  in 
England,  though  the  sockets  and  shades  are  imported  from  Japan 
and  the  light  bulbs  from  the  United  States. 
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Arrangements  Completed  for  Wireless  Installation. 

Arrangements  Avere  completed  for  the  erection  of  a  wireless  instal- 
lation at  Foochow  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  The  plant  is  to  be  of  the 
"  telcf iinken  "  style,  with  an  A.  E,  G.  (German)  dynamo  of  12  kilo- 
watts, converter,  and  a  gas  engine  of  28  horsepower.  The  storage 
batteries  will  be  charged  from  the  dynamo;  the  converter,  beino* 
operated  by  the  storage  batteries,  will  take  an  oscillating  current  of 
500  cycles.  Two  wooden  masts  are  to  be  erected,  each  200  feet  high. 
The  guaranteed  range  is  1,500  miles  at  night  and  650  miles  in  the 
daytime,  although  it  will  be  possible  to  secure  a  range  of  2,000  miles 
and  1,000  miles,  respectively. 

The  wireless  station  will  be  operated  in  connection  with  and  under 
the  control  of  the  Chinese  Government  telegraphs  and  will  be  de- 
voted chiefly  to  military  nse.  Public  messages  will,  however,  be 
sent  and  received  to  and  from  ships  and  the  Avireless  stations  already 
erected  at  Shanghai,  Canton,  and  "Wuchang.  Wireless  plants  have 
now  been  erected  or  are  in  process  of  construction  at  Shanghai,  Can- 
ton, Peking,  Kalgan,  Wuchang,  and  Foochow.  Four  more  stations 
are  to  be  installed,  two  of  Avhich  will  probably  be  at  Yunnanfu  and 
Chengtu, 

Electric  Railway  Projected — No  Capital  Available. 

A  scheme  for  constructing  an  electric  railway  from  Pagoda  An- 
chorage up  the  Min  Kiver  to  Yenping,  a  distance  of  about  ITO  miles, 
was  projected  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  A  prominent  New 
York  engineering  firm  was  approached  in  the  matter  on  behalf  of 
the  Chinese  merchants  interested  in  promoting  the  venture,  but  the 
response  was  that  no  capital  was  at  the  time  available  for  use  in 
China.  A  loan  of  $10,000,000  Mexican  was  required,  and  had  the 
money  been  forthcoming  it  Avas  proposed  to  use  American  material 
exclusively. 
Bamboo  Shoots — Oranges  and  Olives. 

Bamboo  shoots,  dried,  Avere  exported  during  the  year  to  the  amount 
of  17,343,600  pounds,  valued  at  $610,000.  The  year's  production 
showed  an  increase  of  more  than  4,700,000  pounds.  This  product  is 
shipped  chiefly  to  China  ports.  The  bamboo  shoots  are  shipped  to 
Foochow  from  interior  points,  the  best  places  of  production  being  in 
the  districts  of  Shahsien,  Changle,  and  Shouchang. 

The  orange  crop  during  the  past  year  Avas  a  fair  one,  a  total  of 
9,914,400  pounds  being  shipped  from  the  port.  The  total  produc- 
tion amounted  to  about  16.000,000  pounds.  Oranges  shipped  to 
Shanghai  are  packed  in  bamboo  crates  of  185  pounds  Aveiglit,  Avhile 
those  shipped  to  Singapore  are  jDacked  in  small  Avooden  tubs  of  40 
pounds  Aveight.  The  market  price  varied  from  $0.65  to  $1.74  per 
measure  of  133.^  pounds. 

Shipments  of  olives  from  I^  oochow  during  the  past  year  totaled 
3,881,867  pounds.  There  are  three  kinds  of  olives — Tanhsuan, 
Changyin,  and  Feiyuan.  The  first-mentioned  variety  is  in  great 
demand  in  Shanghai,  and  the  price  varies  from  $2.17  to  $4.34  per 
picul  of  133^j  pounds.  The  second-named  olive  has  a  good  sale  in 
Hongkong  and  costs  from  $0.87  to  $2.60  per  picul.  The  last-named 
A'ariety  is  alwaj^s  packed  salted,  and  the  price  ranges  from  $0.86  to 
$2.17  per  i)icul.     All  olives  shipped  to,  northern  points  are  packed 
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in  tubs  of  73  pounds  weight,  and  those  shipped  to  southern  ports  in . 
boxes  weighing  133  to  260  j^ounds. 

Cultivation  of  Rice  Increases. 

The  cultivation  of  rice  has  largely  increased  within  recent  years. 
Man}^  of  the  fields  hitherto  reserved  for  the  poppy  are  now  used 
for  rice.  That  the  production  has  now  reached  a  large  figure  is 
evident  from  the  importation  of  43,222,533  pounds  during  a  famine 
year  (1913)  and  the  fact  that  the  importation  in  191-4  ceased  entirely. 

Customs  Revenue — Value  of  Foreign  Trade. 

The  customs  revenue  for  the  year  Avas  as  follows:  Import  duties, 
Ji5l26,470 ;  export  duties,  $210,368 ;  coast  trade,  $38,995 ;  tonnage  dues, 
$8,588 ;  transit  dues,  $9,182 ;  opium  likin,  $18,448 ;  total,  $412,051. 

The  total  value  of  the  trade  with  foreign  countries  amounted  to 
$7,515,450,  apportioned  as  follows:  Hongkong,  $4,253,816;  Japan, 
$1^60.355;  Great  Britain,  $558,671;  United  States,  $540,617;  Ger- 
many, $278,994;  Netherlands,  $174,261;  Kussia,  $151,685;  France, 
$95,611 :  Austria,  $81,040;  Australia,  $75,317;  Singapore,  Straits,  etc., 
$72,645.' 
Shipping  Figures — Nationality  of  Vessels. 

The  total  number  of  steamers  which  entered  during  the  year  was 
576  Avith  a  tonnage  of  554,989.  The  tonnage  was  distributed  as 
follows : 


Nationality. 


Chinese  . 
British  . . 
Japanese 
German  , 
Dutch... 


Number.   Tonnage. 


293 
140 
123 


129,270 
230, 1S3 

146,788  i 

32,511  i 

3,438  I 

i 


Nationality. 


Norwegian . 
Austrian... 
Russian 

Total 


Number.   Tonnage, 


576 


4,425 
5,400 
2,974 


The  foregoing  figures  show  an  increase  of  17  vessels,  with  a  ton- 
nage of  47,283,  over  the  figures  of  the  previous  year.  There  was  a 
decrease  in  arrivals  from  foreign  countries,  the  increase  being  in 
arrivals  from  native  ports.  Tonnage  was  scarce  to  foreign  countries 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and  the  freights  in  consequence  were 
high. 
Value  of  Trade — Principal  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  during  the  past  tAvo  years 
Avas  as  folloAvs: 


Classes  of  trade. 

1913 

1914 

Foreign  impoi'ts  .                                

?0,344,9S3 
3,447,944 
7, 024,  701 

S4, 037,340 
2,242,309 
5, 903, 151 

Native  imports 

Exports 

Total 

16,817,088 

12,  788,  SCO 

In  computing  haikwan  taels  into  United  States  currency  the  rates 
for  the  hailnvan  taels  of  $0.7247  and  $0.6705  for  the  years  1913  and 
1914  were  used. 

Exports  from  FoochoAv  to  the  United  States  during  1914  amounted 
to  $273,230,  of  Avhich  $269,781  represented  the  value'of  tea.  In  1913 
the  tea  exports  amounted  to  $218,478  out  of  a  total  of  $220,412. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  the 
principal  imports  and  exports  at  the  port  of  Foochow  for  the  last 
two  years: 


Articles. 


1913 


Quantity.       Value. 


1914 


Quantity.        Value. 


IMPORTS. 

Cotton  poods: 

Shirtings— 

Gray,  plain pieces. 

White,  plain do. . . 

White,  Irishes do. . . 

Drills- 
American  do... 

Enelish do . . . 

Jeans,  English do... 

T  cloth— 

English,  32  inches  do... 

Japanese,  32  inches do. . . 

Cambrics,  lawns,  and   muslins,  white,  dyed,  and 
printed pieces. 

Chintzes  and  plain  cotton  prints do... 

Lenos,  balzarines, white, dyed, and  printed.. do... 

Turkey-red  cotton  and  dyed  T  cloth do... 

Cotton  Italians,  lastings.  fast  black do... 

Cotton  Italians,  plain,  colored,  and  lastings.  .do. . . 

Cotton  la.stings,  figured...    ..  do  .. 

Poplins,  plain  and  figured do... 

Shirtings — 

Dyed  and  plain  (Hongkong) do... 

Dyed,  plain do... 

Cotton  flannel- 
Plain,  dyed  and  printed do... 

Striped  "(Japanese) do... 

Fancy  woven  cottons yards. 

Japanese  cotton  cloth do . . . 

Velvets,  22  inches do... 

Cotton  blankets pieces. 

Towels dozens. 

Handkerchiefs do . . . 

Cotton  goods,  unclassed _ yards. 

Cotton  yarn- 
Hongkong pounds. 

Indian „ do... 

Japanese do... 

Other do... 

Cotton  thread- 
In  balls do... 

On  spools gross. 

Union  and  poncho  cloth yards. 

Mixtures,  unclassed do... 

Woolen  goods: 

Blankets  and  rugs pounds. 

Camlets,  English pieces. 

Cloth,  broad,  medium,  habits  and  Russian,  .yards. 

Lastinps,  woolen pieces. 

Woolen ,  Spanish  stripes yards. 

Woolen  goods,  unclassed 

Worsted,  yam  and  cord pounds. 

Miscellaneous  piece  goods; 

Canvas  and  cotton  duck yards . 

Unclassed do . . . 

Metals: 

Brass,  rods,  sheets,  plates,  and  nails pounds. 

Brass,  unclassed do . . . 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new — 

Bars do... 

Cobbles  and  wire  shorts do. . . 

Hoops do.. . 

Nails  and  rivets do... 

Unclassed do... 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  old — 

Iron,  galvanized,  wire do. . . 

Iron  and  steel,  other  manufactures do... 

Lead  in  pigs  and  bars do. .. 

Lead,  tea  and  sheet do... 

Quicksilver do . . . 

Steel- 
Bamboo,  bars,  hoops,  sheets,  and  plates,  .do. . . 
Cast,  wire,  and  wire  rope do.. . 

Tin  in  slabs do... 

Tinned  plates do... 


21,710 
7,091 


210 
1.5,221 
6,207 

5,5,. 571 
5,740 

3,010 

9. 775 

730 

4,424 


4,  S79 
2,296 


5,573 
73 


308 


1,200 
36S 
49,304 
3,047 
14,360 
2,069 
365, 293 

444,000 

4,112,000 

15,200 

21,200 

2,133 
10, 968 
3,149 
2, 742 

15, 246 
105 

1,430 
124 

4,157 


3,S66 

9,258 
2,323 

1,333 

5,866 

14''i,]33 

157.6.33 

3,600 

247, 466 

1,341,600 

43,200 
17,200 
1,608,800 
68,533 
10, 133 

69,600 

133 

583,«67 

658,668 


$43,042 
23,021 


729 
.53.588 
14,807 

S9,S1S 
10, 192 

2, 135 
15, 657 
2,104 
7,835 


14,203 
8,113 


12,378 
232 


1,005 


63 

17 

9,282 

4.001 

6,931 

539 

37,815 

69,752 

509,. 5.56 

1,.5.56 

4,953 

939 

14,197 

1,505 

939 

5,746 
1,089 
1,534 
1,088 
2,018 
3,478 
1,975 

1,894 


219 
1,031 

2,544 
2,137 
846 
5,421 
13,070 

1,118 
607 
55,618 
3,030 
6,202 

1,665 

4 

144,166 

2, 185 


19,200 
8,689 
1,097 

4, 451 
15,252 
6,374 

84,552 
9,940 

7,162 
1,215 
3.242 
1,326 

909 
3,135 
1,.522 

430 

5,133 
1,114 

148 
15, 183 

18,487 

37,385 

41,514 

784 

35,619 

6,185 

307,061 

,594,533 

2,9.35,000 

78,933 


3.200 
9,977 
1,9.53 
7,045 

10,011 

84 

1,434 

199 

4,258 


9,466 

3,733 
26,340 

6,533 
2,933 

112,033 

284,800 

39,066 

213,200 

1,910,400 

115,733 

49, 733 

1,475,333 

80, 133 

7,333 

34,133 

8, 933 

751,466 

534,000 


S30, 941 
24,935 
3,825 

14,6.53 
50,519 
13,881 

126,990 
17,795 

4. 478 
1,8.87 
5,109 
1,191 
3,255 
9,020 
5,302 
1,814 

11,014 
3,369 

4.53 

36, 750 

1.611 

4, 325 

7,794 

852 

12, 202 

1,571 

36, 027 

68,738 

351,891 

9,089 


1,287 

9,  R54 

811 

3,225 

3,759 
833 
1,.509 
1,796 
1,923 
1,6.55 
4,680 

688 
4,447 

975 
554 

1,817 
3,764 
856 
4,354 
16, 443 

2.793 
2,281 
48,669 
3,103 
4,143 

843 

738 

180, 104 

10,819 
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Articles. 


1913 


Quantity.        Value, 


1914 


Quantity.        Value 


IMPORTS — continued. 
Sundries: 

Aniseed  star pounds. 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Bags,  all  kinds pieces . 

Beans,  peas,  etc pounds. 

Bedleads,  iron pieces. 

Belting,  macliine 

Beclie  de  mer paunds . 

Birds'  nests do 

Books,  charts,  music,  etc , 

Fancy  bo.xes gross. . 

Butter  and  cheese pounds. , 

Buttons,  brass  and  fancy gro^s. . 

Candles,  all  kinds pounds. . 

Cardamoms do  — 

Cement do 

Rice  and  paddy do  — 

China  ware,  coarse  and  fine 

Cigarettes.' millc . . 

Cigars do  — 

Cinnamon pounds. . 

Clocks  and  watches pieces. . 

ClotliLag,  hats,   boots,  etc.  (other  than  rubber).. 

Cloves  and  spices pounds. . 

Coal tons. . 

Confectionery  (not  including  cocoa  and  chocolate), 

value 

Covers,  bed  and  table : 

Cutlery  and  electroplated  ware 

Mangrove .„ pounds.. 

Sapan  wood do 

Dyes,  aniline 

Indigo,  vegetable .„.„ pounds . . 

Vermilion do 

Dyes,  imclassed ^ do 

Paints  and  paint  oil do 

Electrical  materials  and  fittings 

Enameled  ware 

Fans,  palm-leaf pieces.. 

Fish  and  fishery  products  (not  includiag  beche  de 

mer) — pounds.. 

Flour do 

Fruits,  dried do 

Furniture,  and  materials  for  making 

Ginseng pounds . . 

Glass,  window boxes.. 

Glass  and  glassware „ 

Glue pounds . . 

Gums,  myrrh,  etc ....._..•._.. do 

Haberdashery 

Hides,  cow  and  buffalo pounds . . 

Hosiery ' dozens . . 

Instruments,  musical,  automatic 

Pianos,  etc 

Instruments  and  apparatus,  scientific  (including 

medical  and  surgical) 

Isinglass pounds . . 

Jewelry,  real  and  imitation 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware 

Leather pounds. . 

Leather  manufactures  (not  including  boots,  shoes, 

gloves ,  etc.) 

Leather,  imitation,  and  oilcloth 

Looking-glasses  and  mirrors 

Lung-N  gans pounds . . 

Macaroni  and  vermicelli .^.«__. do 

Machinery — 

Propelling , 

Other  kinds  and  parts 

Machines,  sewing,  embroidery,  knitting  ...pieces.. 
Manures  (including  chemical  manures)... pounds.. 

Matches gross. . 

Match-making  materials 

Mats,  all  kinds pieces.. 

Medicines 

MUk,  condensed,  in  tins dozens.. 

Oil— 

Engine American  gallons.. 

Kerosene — 

American do 

Borneo ^.. do 


1,000 
17,866 


335,333 
1,7C0 


707 

5,200 

1,245 

58,933 

16,800 

229, 600 

20, 814, 133 


5,167 

121 

2,266 

4,965 


100, 606 
3,729 


669, 200 
64, 800 


8,400 

8,533 

39,600 

121,306 


303, 400 

521,600 

15,712,000 

90, 400 


18,962 


25,200 
13, 733 


20,800 
14,330 


20,933 
'i2i,'6G6' 


30,2CG 
146,300 


253 
230,133 
391,308 


576,370 

3,"  670" 

21,025 

1,835,119 
993,213 


«1,938 

7,572 

IS 

763 


693 

39,006 

4,792 

i,ieo 

1,287 
1,2S9 
795 
4,879 
3,618 
1,198 
369, 459 
3,678 

11,147 
1,696 
1,244 
6,117 

27, 408 
3,228 

15, 107 

168 
1,528 

321 
4,875 

679 
2,159 

536 
4,389 
3,979 
7,748 
10.772 
5,919 
2,267 

222,140 

356, 440 

4,622 

2,471 

73, 918 

9,727 

2,942 

2, 017 

688 

2,579 

2,618 

13,323 

1,399 

456 

2,963 

5,970 

1,348 

11,676 

24,422 

2,410 
1,198 
1,955 
2,823 
3,407 

11,001 

35, 527 

4,299 

7,575 

77.144 

36, 352 

25,915 

57, 479 

4,687 

4,275 

230, 296 
98,371 


32,133 


6.374 

256. 133 

109 


331,733 
1.692 


746 
3,806 
5,148 
53,333 
17.933 
152; 266 
1,810,933 


7,491 

78 

2,266 

7.825 


106.933 
11,345 


618,133 
06,066 


144, 666 

4,466 

31,066 

120,000 


410, 450 

750,800 

7,300,400 

90,400 


28. 461 
4,892 


17,800 
11,866 


93,733 
14,717 


10,000 


175,333 


15. 733 
215, 733 


661,7.33 
329, 862 


584,659 

4,' 477' 

7,155 

2,507,611 
587,888 


$2,322 

266 

671 

4,407 

606 

516 

39,  .325 

4,305 

1,379 

599 

928 

2.207 

4,200 

3,161 

6, 762 

25, 863 

3,220 

14,335 

1,031 

1,265 

9,. 398 

21,213 

2,479 

44,077 

560 
1,017 
1,112 
4, 063 

609 
4,730 
3,571 
2,611 
2.213 
6.022 
16. 295 
6,712 
2,760 

260,302 

165,204 

0.296 

4,722 

26,234 

10,506 

5,683 

1,629 

566 

1,067 

13,669 

9,089 

834 

9S0 

2,693 

3.949 

633 

16,255 

39,677 

2,714 
963 

2,100 
935 

4,760 


12. 687 

3.213 

20,390 

68, 793 


24, 739 
45,279 
5,100 

1,358 

345,802 
66,115 
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Articles. 


IMPORTS — continued. 

Sundries— Continued. 

Oil— Continued. 

Kerosene— Continued. 

Japanese American  gallons . 

Sumatra do. . . 

Paper — 

B  y  quant  it  y pounds . 

B  y  V  a  !ue 

Pepper,  black  and  wliite pounds. 

Porlumery  and  cosmetics 

Photographic  materials 

Rattans pounds. 

Sandalwood do. . . 

Seaweed  and  agar-agar do . . . 

Seeds  of  all  kinds do.. . 

Skins  and  furs pieces.. 

Soap 

Staiionery  (not  includmg  paper) 

Stores,  household  (not  otherwise  classified) 

Sugar— 

Brown „ pounds.. 

White do 

P.efined do 

Candy do 

Tea- 
British  India  and  Ceylon do 

Japan  (Formosa) do 

Telegraph  and  telephone  materials 

Timber,  hardwood cubic  feet. . 

Toilet  requisites 

Umbrellas,  European pieces . . 

Varnish pounds. . 

Water,  aerated  and  mineral 

Wa.x ,  paraffin pounds. . 

Beer  and  porter 

Spirits 

Wines 

Woods  of  all  kinds  (not  including  sandalwood,  dye 
woods,  and  timber) 

Postal  parcels,  not  otherwise  classified 


EXPORTS,  a 


Bamboo  and  bamboo  ware 

Bamboo  shoots pounds. . 

Books,  printed do 

Camphor do 

Cereals do 

Chinaware,  earthenware,  and  pottery do 

Clothing,  Chinese  boots  and  shoes 

Cordage,  hemp pounds. . 

Curiosities 

Egg  albumen  and  yolk pounds.. 

Feathers,  duck,  fowl,  etc do 

Fibers: 

.  Hemp do 

Jute do 

Firecrackers  and  fireworks do 

Fruits,  dried  and  preserved do 

Fish  and  fishery  products do 

Fruits,  fresh,  all  kinds do 

Furniture 

Gypsum pounds . . 

Joss  sticks do 

Lichees,  dried do 

Matting rolls. . 

Medicines 

Mushrooms pounds . . 

Oil: 

Bean,  groundnut,  tea,  wood,  etc do 

Vegetable,  other  kinds do 

Olives,  fresh  and  salt do 

Paper do 

Potash do 

Potatoes do 

Pottery,  earthenware  (not  chinaware) do 

Resin do 

Seed,  lily  flower do 

Seed  cake do 


Quantity.        Value 


70 

584, 495 


57,000 
'73,'i33' 


546,000 
438, 800 
698,666 
489,200 
4,071 


688,533 
3,575,666 
7, 162, 666 
2, 996, 400 

2,666 
96,800 


11, 259 


34, 039 

22,266 


15,600 
27,600 
24,966 
269, 733 


24, 400 
295, 066 

24,000 

12, 800 

67, 866 

,025,000 

124, 9G6 

560,433 


115,600 
32,666 


64, 186 

8,530 

514 

7,817 

4,142 

1,435 

17,451 

22, 420 

10, 857 

20, 1S2 

1,247 

17,449 

5,109 

20, 241 

16,048 
114,545 
238, 189 
116,134 

287 

11,087 

97 

2,823 

4, 024 

15,197 

3,748 

1,911 


3,828 
2,237 
5,935 

3,290 
13,996 


11,966 


4,602 

10,645 

1,163 

5,374 
483 


12,962 

1,071 

38, 188 

1,244 

422 

10, 480 

63, 136 

3, 505 

7,009 

13,8.50 

1,273 

1,950 


1914 


Quantity.        Value 


401.895 
103,855 


36, 606 
'65,333 


554,000 
464,966 
896,066 
371,600 
7,819 


1,148,000 
4, 822, SOO 
2, 886, 800 
2,498,933 

100,000 


4,536 


51,065 
9,866 


330, 133 


610,066 
45,600 
5,666 
40, 868 


18,333 
108, 133 


510,906 


2,608,533 


5,869,600 


1,288 
7,108 


30, 007 


11,106 


19,288 


153, 733 

5,333 
24,000 
131,400 
£02, 400 
135, 600 
108,060 


51,066 

36, 533 

0,000 

45 


103,333 
150, 666 


242,800 

716,800 

12,533 

2,700,200 

510, 133 

104,066 

13,866 

4,754,533 


848,370 
130, 200 

4,989 
2,824 
7,074 
3,863 
2,309 
16, 520 
23.520 
11,733 
13,  fl08 
1,851 
15,863 
5, 475 
15, 050 

24, 824 
140, 082 
87, 102 
98, 973 

2,386 


3,985 
1,402 
4,414 

21,090 
1,277 
2,555 

16, 182 
4,131 
2,410 
4,564 

3,027 
23,317 


4.977 
19,427 
10. 324 
2,379 
2,147 


1,885 
15,246 


18, 589 

823 

668 

18,912 

48,990 

4,578 

2, 102 

0,462 

540 

1,902 

723 

1,258 

19,115 

33,666 

9,163 


3,571 

34, 581 
713 
9,887 
0,7'10 
2,322 
1,027 

14,994 


a  Not  including  exports  to  foreign  countries  by  jtinks. 
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Articles, 


1913 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity.        Value 


EXPORTS— continued. 
Tea: 

Black 

(ireen 

Brick,  black 

Dust 

Timber  and  wood,  all  kinds 

Tobacco  and  leaf  prepared 

Umbrellas  (kittysols) , 

Vegetables,  dried  and  fresh 

Woodware  (not  including  furniture) . . 
Postal  parcels  not  otherwise  classified  . 


.pounds. 

do... 

....do... 
....do... 


16,828,133 

1,647,600 

1,835,333 

24,800 


.pounds. 
.  .pieces, 
.pounds. 


178,533 


$2,998,010 

101,045 

120, 924 

1,125 

805,511 

17,980 


1, 040, 400 


65,086 
4,220 
8,232 


15,656.800 

820,800 

800 

42,266 


283, 866 
261,492 
134, 6G6 


$2,240,629 

101, 839 

37 

1,544 

518,855 

27,824 

36,468 

763 

6, 161 

6,538 


AMOY. 

By  Consul  Ijester  Maynard,  February  IG. 

The  statistics  of  the  trade  of  Amoy  for  the  calendar  year  1914 
show  the  usual  adverse  balance  of  trade  that  has  been  maintained 
for  many  years  and  is  made  possible  by  the  great  number  of  emi- 
grants from  this  district  who  reside  abroad  and  make  large  annual 
remittances  to  their  families  in  the  South  Fukien  Province.  Al- 
though the  relatiA^e  proportion  of  imports  and  exports  has,  in  gen- 
eral, been  maintained,  the  statistics  given  belovv^  show-  that  there  has 
been  a  considerable  falling  off  in  the  trade  of  the  port. 

Value  of  the  Trade  of  the  Port. 

The  totals  of  the  trade  of  the  port  for  1914  and  1913  are  shown 
in  the  table  below.  [Conversions  in  this  report  have  been  made  at 
the  rates  of  $0,729  for  1913  and  $0.6705  for  1914  in  the  case  of  the 
haikwan  tael,  and  $0,475  for  1913  and  $0.43025  for  1914  in  the  case 
of  the  Mexican  dollar.] 


Imports  and  exports. 

1913 

1914 

Imports  of  foreign  goods:_ 

$7,957,815 
258, 540 

$6,465,652 

327,284 

Total  foreign  imports 

8,216,3.55 

6, 792, 936 

Tteexported  to  foreign  countries,  etc 

371,477 
120, 753 

2S2, 407 

Reexported  to  Chinese  ports 

168, 050 

Total  foreign  reexports 

492, 230 

450, 457 

Total  net  foreign  imports 

7, 724, 125 

6, 342, 479 

Imports  of  Chinese  produce              ..... 

4,605,015 

4,398,147 

Reexported  to  foreign  countries 

162,066 
9, 431 

185, 975 

Reexported  to  Chinese  ports 

10, 400 

Total  Chinese  reexports 

171, 497 

196,375 

Total  net  Chinese  imports 

4,433,518 

4,201,772 

Exports  of  Chinese  produce  of  local  origin: 

To  foreign  countries 

1,6.94,710 

7S7,  S64 

1,269,808 

To  Chinese  ports 

637,231 

Total  exports  of  local  origin 

2, 472, 574 

1,907,039 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port 

15,293,944 

13,098,122 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port 

14,630,217 

12,451,290 
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Falling  Off  in  Trade  Caused  by  War. 

This  great  falling  oft'  in  the  trade  was  due  to  the  unsettled  conditions 
caused  by  the  war,  and  more  particularly  by  the  decrease  in  the  value 
of  silver  resulting  therefrom.  The  first  two  months  of  the  year  were 
considerably  below  the  average,  as  the  Chinese  new  year  (old  style) 
started  during  the  month  of  February,  and  during  January  and 
February  business  is  always  almost  at  a  standstill.  A  considerable 
increase  in  business  in  March  was  clue  to  accounts  having  been  ad- 
justed and  purchases  and  sales  being  made  to  make  up  for  the  time 
lost  during  the  two  preceding  months.  Conditions  remained  normal 
from  that  time  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  wdien  efforts  were  made 
to  increase  stocks  in  anticipation  of  rising  prices.  This  considerably 
stimulated  the  import  business  and,  in  proportion,  the  export  trade. 
The  lack  of  sources  of  supplies  and  markets  was  felt  in  October,  and 
during  November  and  December  statistics  indicate  that  trade  had 
reached  the  level  of  the  months  just  preceding  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities. 

Trade  Decrease  Covered  by  Five  Articles  of  Import. 

Although  the  total  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  of  Amoy  shows 
a  decrease  of  more  than  $2,000,000  in  1914  as  compared  with  1913, 
the  trade  as  a  whole  is  not  entirely  unsatisfactory.  The  principal 
loss  occurs  in  imports  of  foreign  goods  from  foreign  countries, 
amounting  to  over  70  per  cent  of  the  total  loss.  This  decrease  is 
more  than  covered  b}^  the  decreased  importation  of  opium ($529,260), 
rice  ($442^193),  flour  ($352,890),  cotton  yarn  ($216,835),  and  white 
sugar  ($277,552),  making  a  total  decrease,  under  these  five  items,  of 
$1,818,730.  As  the  net  decrease  in  direct  foreign  imports  amounted 
to  only  $1,422,017,  these  five  items  more  than  account  for  the 
falling  off. 

Opium  imports  for  the  past  three  years  have  been:  1912, 
$2,401,108;  1913,  $713,511;  1914,  $184,251.  These  figures,  showing 
a  tremendous  decrease,  are  economically  a  healthful  sign,  since  the 
money  formerly  thus  expended  can  now  be  diverted  to  more  useful 
purposes. 

Suppression  of  Poppy  Planting. 

The  suppression  of  opium-poppy  pla^nting  has  been  continued  ener- 
geticalh^  The  results  have  been  highly  satisfactory,  and  the  entire 
district  is  reported  clear  of  opium.  This  suppression  of  poppy 
planting  is  reported  to  have  resulted  in  much  of  the  land  formerly 
nsed  for  this  purpose  being  allowed  now  to  lie  fallow.  A  very  im- 
portant decrease  in  the  importation  of  bean  cake  from  Manchuria, 
which  was  used  as  a  fertilizer,  is  another  result.  In  view,  hoAvever, 
of  the  greatly  increased  local  rice  crop  and  the  enormous  decreases  in 
the  importation  of  foreign  rice,  as  well  as  of  rice  from  other  Chinese 
ports,  it  would  seem  that  the  poppy  planters  have  diverted  their 
energies  to  more  useful,  if  less  profitable,  purposes.  Their  indi- 
vidual losses,  in  sacrificing  the  large  profits  obtained  from  poppy 
cultivation,  revert  to  the  general  good  of  the  district  and  the  benefit 
of  the  people  at  large. 
Imports  of  Rice,  Flour,  Cotton  Yarn,  and  Sugar. 

Because  of  the  successful  rice  harvest  the  heavy  imports  of  last 
year  were  unnecessary.    The  importation  of  native-grown  rice  from 
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other  Chinese  ports  also  decreased  $77,024.  This  indicates  sounder 
conditions  locally. 

Chinese  flour,  principally  from  Shanghai,  ^yas  able  to  compete 
with  foreign  flour,  and  the  importation  of  the  former  increased  to 
•the  extent  of  $142,222,  which,  from  the  Chinese  point  of  view,  is 
entirely  satisfactory,  since  the  money  remains  in  China. 

The  decrease  in  foreign  cotton  yarn  is  entirely  ofiset  by  the  in- 
crease in  the  importation  of  Chinese  yarn  from  other  Chinese  ports. 
This  increase  amounted  to  $211,G84,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

The  decrease  in  the  importation  of  sugar  can  be  directly  traced  to 
the  unsettled  conditions  resulting  from  the  war  and  the  consequent 
unfavorable  exchange,  as  well  as  to  the  unusually  heavy  purchases 
of  Java  sugar  by  England.  The  price  of  sugar  greatly  advanced, 
retarding  importation  and  consumption,  but  with  more  settled  con- 
ditions this  item  is  sure  to  increase. 

American  Kerosene — Introduction  of  Formosan  Oil. 

American  kerosene  supplies  about  75  per  cent  of  the  demands  of 
this  district,  and  the  importation  amounted  to  $415,G45  in  1914,  a 
decrease  of  only  $12,820.  An  interesting  fact  in  connection  with 
the  kerosene  business  in  this  district  is  the  introduction  of  Formosan 
oil  by  the  Japanese.  The  year  under  review  is  the  first  in  which 
this  oil  was  sold  in  Amoy,  and  the  imports  amounted  to  only  $3,386. 
Although  this  oil  can  be  sold  far  below  the  prices  obtained  for  other 
brands  offered  in  this  district,  its  quality  is  so  much  inferior  that 
serious  competition  is  not  feared.  It  is  nevertheless  reasonable  to 
presume  that  the  importations  during  1915  will  considerably  increase. 
The  cheap  labor  in  Formosa  and  the  short  haul  and  subsidized  ves- 
sels make  it  possible  to  land  this  oil  here  at  a  very  low  figure. 
Principal  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  quantities,  estimated  values,  and  average  market  quotations  of 
the  imports  and  exports  of  principal  articles  for  1914  are  shown 
below. 

With  regard  to  the  values,  it  would  be  well  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  they  are  based  on  average  monthly  market  quotations  and  are 
therefore  not  strictly  accurate.  The  Amoy  General  Chamber  of 
Commerce  issues  a  monthly  bulletin  showing  the  quantities  of  im- 
ports and  exports  of  the  principal  articles  entering  into  the  trade 
of  the  port.  These  statistics  are  supplied  to  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce by  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  publishes  an  estimated  market  quotation  for 
each  article  during  the  preceding  month,  and  this  is  based  on  infor- 
mation supplied  by  the  leading  merchants  of  the  port.  The  appended 
table  has  been  prepared  from  this  information,  the  local  unit  of  quan- 
tity being  changed  to  the  American  unit  and  the  values  being  reduced 
to  United  States  equivalents  at  the  rate  of  exchange  prevailing  at 
the  time,  in  accordance  with  the  value  of  foreign  coins  given  by  the 
Treasury  Department  at  Washington. 

Values  and  average  market  quotations  are  stated  in  dollars.  United 
States  currency,  at  the  following  rates  of  exchange:  Marcli  quarter, 
$0,471;  June  and  September  quarters,  $0,458;  December  quarter, 
$0,432.    All  tons  are  of  2,000  pounds  with  the  exception  of  coal. 
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Tlie  imports  include  imports  from  foreign  countries  as  well  as' 
from  other  Chinese  ports,  and,  as  previously  stated,  arc  for  the  prin- 
cipal articles  onl}'  and  do  not  include  sundries. 


Articles. 


IMPOETS. 

Awabi pounds. 

Beans  and  peas tons. 

Beancakos do. .. 

Beche  de  nier .do... 

Birds'  nests ^pounds. 

Candles cases . 

Cement tons. 

Coal do . . . 

Cotton do . . . 

Cotton  piece  goods: 

Shirtings,  whit e pieces . 

Shirtings,  gray do. . . 

Turkey-red do. . . 

Shirtings,  figured do . . . 

Shirtings,  dyed do . . . 

Brocades,  white  and  assorted do... 

T  cloths do . . . 

Chintz do . . . 

Drills do . . . 

Damasks do. . . 

Dates,  dried  black tons. 

Dates,  dried  red do. . . 

Flour 1 do... 

Fungus do... 

Kerosene: 

American cases  of  10  gallons. 

American gallons . 

Borneo do. .. 

Sumatra do. . . 

Lily  flowers,  dried tons . . . 

Manure,  chemical do . . . 

Matches gross . 

Metals: 

Brass  wire pounds. 

Brass  plates do. . . 

Copper  plates do. . . 

Copper  wire do. . . 

Iron  wire tons . 

Iron  rod s do . . . 

Iron  bars do... 

Iron  plates do . . . 

Iron,  old do. .. 

Steel  bars do . . . 

Lead,  best  brands do.. . 

Tin ,  Malacca do . . . 

Quicksilver do . . . 

Milk,  condensed dozens. 

Mushrooms tons . 

Opium: 

Benares pounds . 

Malwa do. . . 

R  attans tons . 

Rice do . . . 

Sandalwood  do.. . 

Sesamum  seeds do. . . 

Shark's  fins do... 

Shrimps,  dried do... 

Sugar: 

Hongkong,  refined do... 

Samarang,  white do. . . 

Sulphur do. . . 

Tobacco  leaf do . . . 

Vermicelli do... 

Wax: 

Yellow  and  white do . . . 

Paraffin do... 

Wheat do... 

Woolens: 

Camlets,  scarlet  and  assorted pieces. 

Lastings do . . . 

Long  ells,  scarlet  and  assorted do. .. 

Spanish  stripes,  scarlet  and  assorted yards. 

Lustres,  figured do . . . 


Quantity. 


38. 132 

30, 679 

58, 4S3 

286 

9,096 

15,970 

1,025 

24,  769 

231 

40,  S05 

62, 753 

16, 720 

2,012 

3,107 

30 

59, 958 

33,155 

1,605 


121 

87 

18, 163 

94 

79, 594 

.-1.412,349 

286, 471 

682, 373 

423 

2  932 

790i  645 

7.200 

63,067 

1,334 

2,933 

49 

152 

107 

66 

434 

58 

126 

371 

11 

30,810 

26 

2,534 

5,867 

98 

17,715 

104 

1,959 

10 

1,118 

1,239 
7,979 


Estimated 
value. 


1,624 
880 


13 
111 


2,810 

389 

633 

312, 280 


?30,351 

934, 697 
1,499,020 

110,355 
83, 003 
22, 186 
14,034 

118,669 
53, 136 

139, 704 

108, 031 

48, 078 

3,456 

12, 132 

71 

91, 783 

54, 752 

4,908 


7,896 

4,566 

816, 851 

58, 433 

135, 156 
205, 420 
36, 868 
91,456 
85, 192 
159, 771 
226, 783 

1,433 

10,926 

230 

503 

5,693 

8,655 

5,248 

3.341 

9,063 

4,674 

16,879 

225, 457 

12,911 

40,093 

27, 231 

81,493 

1S3, 494 

7,676 

547,794 

14,745 
111,706 

15,019 
468, 118 

91,304 
474, 812 


310,989 
116,303 


5,385 
13,282 


36,819 

4,511 

3,367 

121,671 


Average 

market 

quotation. 


f  0. 791 

31.298 

25.230 

383,392 

9.008 

1.401 

13. 502 

4.077 

259. 743 

3.444 

1.747 

2.918 

1.746 

3.874 

2.494 

1.477 

1.716 

3.073 

4.277 

65.865 

52. 493 

48.846 

615. 545 

1.685 
.142 
.128 
.137 
205.917 
53.145 
.276 

.188 

.177 

.174 

.183 

114.900 

49. 979 

49.399 

50.648 

20.  527 

80.  782 

132. 4C4 

701.273 

1,203.116 

1.327 

1,047.487 

35.485 
33. 974 
78. 238 
31.594 

151. 941 

71.167 

1,493.758 

416. 244 

71.558 
63.650 
77.  799 
190. 574 
133. 896 

415.118 
119.  753 
29. 799 

13.058 

11.556 

5.226 

.380 

.171 
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Articles. 


Quantity. 


Estimated 
value. 


Average 

market 

quotation. 


IMPORTS— continued. 
Yarns: 

Bombay tons. 

Hongkong do. . . 

Shanghai do. . . 


1,191 

193 

2,025 


$307,244 
56,976 
602,672 


$312. 063 
304. 936 
305.217 


Total. 


9,110,672 


EXPORT.S. 

Bricks,  flooring  and  wall thousand. 

TUes,  roof do... 

Feathers,  ducks'  and  cocks' pounds. 

Fruits,  dried,  etc: 

Lichees do... 

Ground  nuts do... 

Lungans ».„.  _ tons. 

Sweet  potatoes ^ do... 

Fruits,  fresh do . . . 

Grass  cloth ,. pounds. 

Hemp: 

Bags,  old  and  new ^ 100  pieces. 

Sacking do... 

Kittysols do . . . 

Lampblack pounds. 

tons. 


519 

654 

23,200 

194,802 

49,487 

625 

541 

1,473 

18,403 

4,548 

1,416 

340 


6,018 
2,642 
3,110 

16, 982 
1,436. 
83,863 
15,380 
43,357 
14,096 

18,467 

168.868 

3,441 


Paper. 


..do.. 


Rice  vermicelli .. . 

Sugar: 

V.'hite do... 

Brown do. .. 

Candy do. . . 

Tobacco,  prepared do... 


1,771 
1,125 

383 
1,073 
2,177 
1,277 


110,032 
79,356 

23,083 
60,241 
190,696 
239,714 


11.672 

3.916 

.131 

.087 

.031 

157. 723 

28. 571 

44.  776 

.625 

3.907 

113.600 

10. 151 

.025 

57.288 
70. 127 

64.238 
55.202 
87.005 
187. 992 


Total. 


1, 080, 782 


Amoy  Merchants  Occupied  Comparatively  Fortunate  Position. 

Merchants  in  Amoy  and  this  consular  district  in  general  have  been 
sjDared  many  financial  hardships  suffered  in  some  other  commercial 
centers  of  South  China.  Amoy  deals  principally  Avith  Hongkong 
and,  in  view  of  the  great  number  of  failures  that  occurred  in  the 
Chinese  community  of  that  city,  the  fact  that  only  two  or  three  very 
small  firms  went  through  bankruptcy  in  Amoy  at  the  end  of  the 
Chinese  year  clearly  illustrates  the  relative  stability  of  business  here. 
This  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  local  firms  carry  small  stocks,  to 
meet  immediate  requirements  only,  and  the  burden  is  therefore  borne 
by  the  Hongkong  dealers,  wdio  must  always  be  in  a  position  to  meet 
the  numerous  and  varying  demands  of  the  local  business  houses  in 
outports  and  must  extend  credits  to  them.  As  it  was  easy  to  foresee 
the  approaching  crash,  great  efforts  were  made  in  Hongkong  to  ad- 
just matters,  but  it  was  comparatively  an  easy  matter  for  local  dealers 
to  stock  up  staple  articles  and  curtail  their  purchases  of  articles 
other  than  absolute  necessities.  By  thus  utilizing  the  last  few  months 
of  the  Chinese  year  to  adjust  their  aft'airs,  they  escaped  the  heavy 
losses  incurred  by  the  Hongkong  jobbers. 

Some  Aspects  of  Exchange — "  Spanish  Dollar  "  at  a  Discount. 

The  standai'd  medium  of  exchange  of  this  port  is  the  Hongkong 
&  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation  "  book  unit,''  loiown  as  the  "  Span- 
ish dollar"  (named  after  the  Carolius  dollar,  which  has  not  been 
in  circulation  in  this  port  for  more  than  45  years).  This  bank  has 
the  powder  of  fixing  foreign  exchange  and  is  in  fact  the  only  banlc 
dealing  in  general  foreign  exchange.  As  most  of  the  business  is  done 
with  Hongkong,  and  as  all  American  and  European  exchange  is 
based,  in  Amo}^,  on  the  current  rate  in  Hongkong,  the  discount  be- 
tween Amoy  and  that  port  has  a  very  marked  influence  on  the  state 
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of  trade  and  ruling  prices.  In  theory  the  "Spanish  doUar"  is  sup- 
posed to  be  on  a  par  with  the  Hongkong  dolhir,  in  order  to  maintain 
tlie  Hongkong  sterling  rate  of  exchange  on  the  same  basis  as  local 
currency,  with  a  view  to  facilitating  and  encouraging  business.  Since 
the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  the  '*  Spanish  dollar"  has  been  at 
a  discount.  This  gradually  increased  until  it  reached  0  per  cent, 
wdiere  it  has  remained  for  some  time  past.  There  appears  to  be  no 
reason  for  this  excessive  rate,  but  as  the  merchants  have  no  other 
means  of  remitting  to  Hongkong,  at  a  lower  rate,  it  has  had  a  marked 
adverse  result  on  the  trade  of  the  port. 
Inadequate  Banking  Facilities — New  System  Said  to  Be  Contemplated. 

For  some  months  past  there  have  been  rumors  that  the  Standard 
Oil  Co.,  of  New  York,  contemplates  the  organization  of  a  thorough 
banking  system  throughout  the  Far  East,  utilizing  its  existing 
offices.  The  advantages  of  this  to  American  commerce  are  too  obvious 
to  need  explanation,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  predict  the  extent 
of  the  benefits.  At  present  there  are  no  banking  facilities  with  interior 
points,  except  Chinese  banks  that  have  no  foreign  connections  and 
are  in  many  cases  unreliable.  This  makes  direct  business  with  the 
interior  impossible,  but  with  its  thorough  organization  throughout 
most  of  the  Provinces  of  China,  and  utilizing  its  native  agents, 
the  Standard  Oil  Co.  would  be  enabled  to  establish  a  network  of 
banks  w^ith  branches  reaching  nearly  every  corner  of  China.  The 
benefits  would  be  particularly  marked  in  this  district,  for,  as  pre- 
viously explained,  commerce  is  wholly  dependent  on  one  bank,  which 
controls  the  situation  at  wdll.  The  Bank  of  China  has  recently  estab- 
lished a  branch  in  Amoy,  but  this  bank  will  be  of  comparatively  little 
use  in  foreign  trade,  since  it  is  intended  primarily  to  handle  Govern- 
ment business.  The  customs,  likin,  and  salt  revenues  will  all  be 
deposited  now  in  the  Bank  of  China,  and  the  local  Government  ex- 
penses will  be  paid  through  that  bank.  The  Bank  of  Taiwan  (Japa- 
nese) deals  only  in  Formosan  and  Japanese  exchange  and  devotes 
its  energies  to  increasing  Japan's  commerce  with  Amoy,  [For  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  South  China  currency  situation,  with  special  reference 
to  Amoy,  see  Commerce  Reports  for  June  19,  1915.] 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  declared  exports  from  Amoy  to  the  United  States  and  to  tho 
Philippine  Islands  for  the  past  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Lace 

Karcissus  bulbs 

Personal  and   household  ef- 
fects  

Charges 

Total 

TO  PHIUPPINE  ISLANDS. 

Beans 

Books  and  stationery 

Chiaawarc 

Combs,  wooden 

Fish  nets,  hemp 

Truits,  n.  e.  s 


1913 

1914 

S70 
7,058 

! 

$4,120 

320 

579  j 

10, 780 

5,451  ! 

IS,  831 

10,150  1 

1,404 

2,323 

1,561 

4,717 

1,434 

1,850 

1,179 

2,757 

5,290 

4,017 

519 

2,999 

Articles. 


TO  PHIUPPINE  ISLANDS— con. 

Grass  cloth 

Paper 

Paper,  joss , 

Pickled   vegetables    (salted) 

and  preserves 

Playing  cards 

Rice,  cleaned  and  prepared. . . 

T  cloth 

Tea 

Twine,  hemp 

Vegetables,  in  natural  state  . . 

Vermicelli 

Charges 

AU  other  articles 


Total. 


1913 


$14,024 
4,599 


558 
2,191 


734 


3, 5(i7 
1,923 
709 
1,982 
4,090 
8, 1S8 


1914 


825,518 
1,826 

1,056 

0,085 

1,230 

S2.3 

1,428 
5,110 
2,048 
8t)5 
3, 2->8 
5,510 
C,22u 


54, 558 


80,994 
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Narcissua  Bulb  Exports — Present  Situation  Unfortunate. 

The  only  article  of  export  from  this  district  to  the  mainland  of 
the  United  States  is  the  narcissus  bulb.  For  many  years  large  ship- 
ments Avere  made  during  the  summer  months.  As  Amoy  is  the  only 
source  of  supply  of  this  particular  variety  of  bulb,  and  the  de- 
mand has  been  increasing,  the  planters  have  enjoyed  great  prosperity. 
There  has  been  a  sharp  advance  in  prices  each  year,  until  in  1914  the 
growers  held  out  for  a  price  beyond  a  point  that  could  be  met  by  the 
buyers,  and  a  complete  deadlock  resulted.  Because  both  sides  re- 
mained firm  the  shipments  in  1914  considerably  decreased,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  harvest  was  thrown  away.  A  similar  situation  exists  at 
present  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  an  agreement  being  reached. 
It  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  practically  no  shipments  in  1915. 
Much  smaller  areas  were  planted,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  shipments 
would  be  normal  even  if  an  agreement  could  be  reached  between  the 
growlers  and  buyers.  The  situation  is  very  unfortunate,  since  the 
planters  are  apparently  ruining  a  business  of  great  promise.  The 
cost  of  growing  the  bulbs  has  not  increased  and  there  would  still  be 
a  good  profit  at  the  price  that  ruled  three  or  four  years  ago.  The 
present  prices  are  more  than  double  that  amount,  and  it  is  therefore 
difficult  to  understand  the  point  of  vievr  of  the  farmers. 

Railway  Situation — Excellence  of  Amoy  Harbor. 

The  railway  situation  in  the  Fukien  Province  is  extremely  unsatis- 
factory. The  Amoy-Chang  Chow  Eaihvay  is  tentatively  under  the 
control  of  the  central  Government.  The  road  is  still  operated  at  a 
serious  loss,  wdiicli  is  paid  by  Government  subsidy,  and  unless  com- 
pleted can  not  possibly  be  made  to  pay.  This  road  could  be  made  the 
means  of  greatly  developing  this  district  and  opening  rich  iron  and 
coal  deposits.  As  Amoy  Harbor  is  undoubtedly  the  best  on  the 
China  coast,  great  commercial  activity  would  surely  follow  the  com- 
pletion of  the  line  and  development  of  the  mines.  Almost  without 
exception  the  large  seaport  cities  of  China  are  situated  on  rivers,  and 
only  vessels  of  limited  draft  can  enter  the  harbors.  In  this  Amoy  is 
the  exception,  since  the  harbor  is  large,  V\'ith  excellent  anchorage  and 
good  shelter,  and  landing  facilities  could  easily  be  built  at  Sung  Su, 
on  the  mainland,  directly  opposite  Amoy. 

Importance  of  Emigrants'  Remittances. 

In  its  present  situation  the  commerce  of  this  port  relies  entirely 
for  its  growth  on  the  prosperity  of  the  emigrants  who  go  abroach 
The  remittances  from  these  emigrants  annually  pay  for  the  large 
imports.  The  Province  is  far  from  self-supporting,  even  w^ith  re- 
spect to  actual  necessities  of  food,  and  the  exports  are  comparatively 
small.  .As  a  result  of  the  war,  emigration  has  greatly  fallen  off  and 
large  numbers  of  emigrants  have  returned.  This  greatly  decreases 
the  buying  power  of  the  people,  and  if  this  condition  continues  the 
trade  of  this  port  in  1915  is  certain  to  fall  off  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent. [A  more  extended  consideration  of  this  subject  was  published 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  June  19,  1915.] 

The  Philippine  Islands  in  Relation  to  Amoy. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies  and  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments, the  Philippine  Islands  are  the  only  place  to  which  more  goods 
are  exported  from  Amoy  than  are  imported.  This  is  due  in  all  three 
cases  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  emigrants  who  have  gone  abroad 
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from  the  South  Fukien  Province  reside  in  those  countries  and  con- 
tinue to  import  the  articles  that  they  have  been  accustomed  to  use. 
The  exports  from  the  Philippines  are,  however,  small  in  proportion 
to  the  imports,  and,  in  view  of  the  favorable  shipjnng  facilities  and 
the  fact  that  many  articles  are  produced  in  the  Philippines  or  manu- 
factured in  America  and  handled  there  in  large  quantities,  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  v.diy  Manila  merchants  should  not  get  a  share 
in  the  important  import  trade  of  this  port.  In  1914  the  imports 
from  the  Philippines  represented  only  one-half  of  1  per  cent  of  the 
gross  foreign  imports.  Because  of  the  unsettled  European  source  of 
supply  and  the  existing  conditions  in  Hongkong  the  present  should 
be  a  most  favorable  opportunity  to  increase  Manila's  trade  with 
Amoy. 

Direct  trade  w^ith  Amoy  is  possible  for  Philippine  merchants  on 
account  of  the  proximity  of  the  islands  and  the  fact  that  the  business 
can  be  conducted  on  exactly  the  same  lines  as  it  has  been  conducted 
in  the  past  with  Hongkong.  There  are  comparatively  few  obstacles 
to  overcome,  provided  the  landing  and  overhead  charges  in  Manila 
can  be  reduced  so  as  to  make  competition  practicable.  Hongkong 
enjoys  the  advantage  of  better  banking  facilities  with  Amo}^  and  no 
particular  effort  has  been  made  by  the  Hongkong  &  Shanghai  Bank- 
ing Corporation  to  increase  trade  betAveen  the  Philippine  Islands  and 
this  port.  There  are,  however,  several  reliable  Chinese  banks  which 
could  handle  the  preliminary  business  and,  if  the  trade  should  war- 
rant, better  facilities  could  be  arranged. 

A  market  with  imports  of  more  than  $10,000,000  worth  of  goods 
a  year  that  lies  within  three  days'  steaming  of  the  Philip])ines 
and  is  connected  by  two  direct  steamship  lines  with  weekly  sailings 
should  certainly  prove  a  field  sufficiently  attractive  to  warrant  a  care- 
ful investigation.  Manila  agents  of  goods  manufactured  in  the 
United  States  should  be  able  to  find  many  opportunities  for  their 
sale  in  this  district.  The  fact  that  there  are  no  firms  here  in  a  posi- 
tion to  carry  large  stocks  should  not  discourage  them,  since  small 
orders  could  be  filled  from  Manila  to  meet  immediate  requirements, 
as  is  at  present  done  in  Hongkong. 
Methods  Suggested  for  American  Exporters. 

Direct  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Amoy  will  encounter 
many  difficulties.  The  best  method  of  entering  this  market  would 
be  either  to  establish  selling  or  distributing  agencies  in  Shanghai  to 
cover  all  China  and  thus  meet  the  requirements  of  all  outports  such 
as  Amo}^,  or  to  conduct  the  business  from  Manila  and  supply  the  re- 
quirements of  the  outports  of  South  China.  At  present  the  first 
suggestion  would  probably  be  the  more  practical,  as  agencies  could 
be  placed  with  existing  firms  in  Shanghai,  and  if  the  business  with 
the  various  cities  of  China  should  warrant  the  expense,  branch  offices 
could  be  opened  and  the  trade  taken  over  by  American  exporters 
through  their  own  Shanghai  offices  with  traveling  salesmen.  _  The 
present  expenses  in  Manila  might  make  it  difficult  to  compete  if  the 
effort  were  made  through  that  city,  but,  according  to  reports  re- 
ceived, plans  are  now  being  considered  to  reduce  this  expense,  and  if 
these  are  successful  Manila  could  take  advantage  of  the  opening  of 
the  Panama  Canal  and  become  the  distributing  center  for  this  entire 
region. 
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